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Music students continue their unprecedented awards streak 
Highlights from the 2011 - 2012 School Year (so far...)
• 5 students auditioned and made Regionals - one of the larger groups BRS 

has ever had at Middle School Regionals
• Winterguard:
 3rd Place Finish in MAC at Championships; New England Open   
 Champions USSBA; Other 1st, 2nd, 3rd place finishes throughout the  
 season www.musicalartsconference.com for list
• Percussion Ensemble:
 Perfect Season in MAC - 6 Years; 2010 MAC Champions Marching  
 Novice; New England Open Champions USSBA
• Advanced Band & String Ensemble:
 Marching Band Parade - Bethany Fireman’s Carnival; Memorial Day  
 Parades in Orange; 7th Annual BRS Invitational; Bridgeport Sound 
 Tigers National Anthem; Sept. 11th Firehouse Memorial; Veterans  
 Day Ceremony at Town Hall; Winter & Spring Concerts; Chamber   
 Music Performances
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We have two full-time music teachers and one part-time. Mr. 
William Letsch  is the full-time instrumental music teacher, 
Mrs. Nadia Collado-Maraquin is the full-time primary and 
choral music teacher and Ms. Janine Lempke is the part-time 
intermediate music teacher.
As witnessed at last December’s concert,  our children have 
many opportunities to engage in musical activities. Here are 
some of the possibilities:

• Jazz Ensemble* is offered to students in grades 5 and 6, 
however, some younger students in grades 3 and 4 have 
been promoted to this performing group. The Rhythm 
section of this group is auditioned in the beginning of the 
year. Students will be added and dropped throughout the 
year depending on their individual level of achievement.

• Advanced Band* is offered to students in grades 5 and 
6, however, some students in grades 3 and 4 have been 
accepted to this performing group. 

• String Ensemble* is offered to any student at BRS, re-
gardless of grade, who has completed at least one year 
of instruction on a string instrument and is capable of 
note reading. 

 [*Students in the above three groups perform a varied   
   repertoire of literature many times throughout the year  
   at concerts, ceremonies, competitions, and adjudications.]
• Beginning Band is offered to students in grade 4. In ad-

dition to their in-school instruction, students rehearse 
together as an entire band ensemble from 8:30 - 9:00 on 
Tuesday mornings. Students learn basic note reading and 
perform basic band literature throughout the year.

• Colorguard / Winterguard is offered to students in 
grades 4 - 6, however, some younger students in grade 3 
have been promoted to this performing group. Students 
in this group perform many times throughout the year 
through their own competitive circuit, in local parades, 
and adjudications.

• The Recorder Club is open to 6th graders who have an 
interest in furthering their recorder skills. Students learn 
advanced two-part baroque recorder music.  The club 
meets once a week in the north music room.

• The Beecher Road School Chorus is a non-auditioned 
group comprised of students from fourth to sixth grade. 
Anybody who loves to sing and has an interest in singing 
can join. The focus is on learning how to read and inter-
pret two-part octavos. The Chorus meets Thursdays in the 

north music room from 3:10-3:45 after school – unless 
otherwise announced.

Soon, students will embark on what many consider their fa-
vorite unit when they learn the fundamentals of making music 
and then create and write down their own musical thoughts 
and ideas. Fifth graders will also have an opportunity to take 
their thoughts and ideas and use the music writing software, 
Finale Notepad, to “type” their compositions into a computer.  
This allows them to hear their music as they type as well as 
play it back as a complete composition.

As we reach the half-way point in the school year in just a few days, I’d like to reiterate a core value: Academics 
are very important at Beecher Road School;  the Arts are equally as important. In fact, we believe that both areas 

complement one other. In this Parent Update, I will focus on music and music opportunities for students. Let me start 
by sharing our philosophy of music education.

Music is an art form that allows individuals to develop 
develop their aesthetic potential.
Music expresses human feeling with all its 
shades of intensity and quiet, expansion and 
withdrawal, movement and rest.
Music provides an outlet for student creativity and self-
expression. It enables them to express their noblest 
thoughts and feelings. It engages their imagination and 
allows them to assert their uniqueness.
Music exalts the human spirit and enhances the quality 
of life.

Mr. Letsch and the brass section ham it up for our holiday camera.
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New South Playground for Start of 2012-2013 School Year
Construction at Beecher is again underway!  A new playground 
for Beecher’s intermediate grades is currently under 
construction with completion scheduled for the start of classes 
this August.  This follows last spring’s construction of a new 
primary playground with the school’s playground advisory 
committee again working with Fuss & O’Neill landscape 
architects and Miracle Recreation Equipment Company. 
The final design incorporates the comprehensive feedback 
received from students in grades 3-6 as well as the playground 
committee comprised of faculty, administrators, district office 
representatives and parents.  

The new playground will replace the 24-year-old South 
playground structure which was demolished due to safety 
concerns this past December.  Situated in the same general area, 
the new playground is located in the southwest portion of the 
campus, directly north of the baseball diamond and west of 
the south gymnasium. It has been expanded in size, however, 
and incorporates several new climbing, sliding and hanging 
components identified through student input. 
Recognize the web climbing structure? A favorite of students, 
the South playground will feature a larger variation of the North 
Playground climber, better suited for the intermediate grades. 

In addition to the main playscape and freestanding 
climbing structures, the existing swing sets are being 
updated with new safety surfacing and expanded with the 
incorporation of a wheelchair accessible swing platform. 
An ADA-accessible walk connects the play structure to 
the existing blacktop and new tables are provided for 
student use. Surface materials will consist of poured-in-
place rubber safety surfacing under the main structure and 
engineered wood fibar under the freestanding elements. 

We would like to give a big thanks to the Board of 
Education, Parent Teacher Organization, the Town of 
Woodbridge and the playground advisory committee for 
their efforts in making this new playground a reality. 
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