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Dear Beecher Road School Families:

The school year has gotten off to a good start.
•	 We are pleased that about ninety percent of our construction project has 

been completed. All classrooms are air-conditioned; large gathering areas 
such as the south assembly and the north/south gyms have been air-con-
ditioned as well. We expect to have air-conditioning in the cafeteria by 
mid-October. We also anticipate that the pool area will be completed by 
mid-October.

•	 The PTO Ice Cream Social was enjoyed by hundreds of families. Open 
House sessions were also well attended.

•	 New security systems have been put in place. Officer Lynch has been as-
signed again, on a full time basis, to the school.

•	 Children are learning. Parent feedback is positive. We are off to a good 
start in the new school year.

•	 Academics are very important; so is socialization and play. On our 43-acre 
campus we are blessed to have lots of open fields, hills, three play grounds 
and a ¼ mile loop. On a recent warm day, I walked from one end of our 
campus to the other. I saw children running, laughing, jumping, playing 
and interacting. They are happy. What more can we ask for!

Thank you as always for the important role you have played in making this 
happen.
Enjoy the beautiful fall season!

H            old the date. The PTO-sponsored 
Halloween Hoot is scheduled 
for Saturday, October 24th, from 

11:30 – 3:30.  As usual, we expect crowds 
numbering in the hundreds. This event 
is widely supported by administrators, 
faculty and staff as well. If you are looking 
for something fun to do with the kids on a 
Saturday afternoon in our community, you 
won’t go wrong with the HOOT. Join us!

Important note: For safety reasons, the 
Woodbridge Police Dept has asked us to 
remind families not to park in the fire lanes. 
Each year we have a very big turnout for 
this event, so please take advantage of our 
newly paved south parking lot.

By now, you’ve probably noticed the new 
canopies above the entrances on the 

north and south ends of BRS. Not only do 
they provide some shelter during inclem-
ent weather and look nice, but they also 
provide a “face” to the school and help 
emergency responders identify main access 
points quickly. They were installed on the 
recommendation of the safety and security 
consultant.

BRS has two new “faces”

BRS loves to read, especially 
when the entire school gets to do 

it outside on a beautiful day.Results of your child’s assessment in 
the statewide SBAC (Smarter Balanced 

Assessment Consortium) have been mailed 
home. If you have not received your child’s 
report, please contact the main office. This 
report shows achievement on the spring 
2015 assessments based on the Connecti-
cut Core Standards for English Language 
Arts and Mathematics. A letter from Mrs. 
Prisco is included with the report. A parent 
guide is available at the following web-
site: www.ct.gov/sde/parentguides. Please 
contact Mrs. Prisco if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.

Test results were mailed home

BRS students and staff became part of 
the 3,559,099 people celebrating DOT 

DAY from 113 countries around the world!  
Peter H. Reynolds, author of the children’s 
book, The Dot, is committed to honoring 
the creative spirit in all children, even 
grown-up children – create a dot yourself 
and place it on a wall.  “When it comes to 
expressing yourself, you can change the 
rules, stretch them, or ignore them and 
dive headfirst into the unknown.” Enjoy our 
exhibit of dots, each one different, each 
one as unique as the artists who created 
them.

Our art 
teach-
ers, Mrs. 
Acheson 
(l) and Ms. 
Wagner,-
spearheaded 
Dot Day at 
BRS.

BRS joins millions on Dot Day



A       ssessments are an important part of teaching and learning be-
cause they help teachers do a better job of instructing students. 

At BRS, we are working on a comprehensive, cohesive assessment 
design, Pre-k – 6, that will benefit students as they move along 
their individual learning pathways. We are seeking to strike the 
right balance between time on instruction and time on assess-
ments.
Over the last several years, we have searched for a universal 
screen that complements our school-based assessments. For our 
purposes, a universal screen is defined as a systematic assessment 
based on given indicators at particular times in the school year.
Many Beecher staff members have been involved in the search 
process. We have also opted to collaborate with our partner 
districts – Amity, Bethany and Orange – in selecting a common 
assessment system. A joint decision was made by the four BOWA 
districts to use the STAR assessment for mathematics and reading. 
This common approach will benefit our students as they move 
from elementary to middle and on to high school.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is STAR?
•	 A universal screen – a systematic assessment based on given 

indicators at particular times
•	 Assessments given three times per year – beginning, middle 

and end – in language arts and math
•	 Administered with a computer, assessments usually complet-

ed in 20 minutes
Why implement STAR?
•	 Provides us with a common tool to track every child’s academ-

ic growth in language arts and math
•	 Helps us analyze trends across grades and across the school
•	 Measures classroom progress and provides teachers with 

another tool to tailor instruction to needs
How will STAR help support personal learning?
•	 The computer software adjusts the assessment based on stu-

dent responses, and meets students at their level.
•	 This is true for students needing support as well as those 

needing extension.
•	 This assessment is one piece of a much larger picture that 

describes a child’s progress.

What are we measuring in language arts and math?
•	 Initially gathering a baseline
•	 Measuring growth across time based on a given set of indi-

cators
•	 Teachers will analyze class/individual student results.
•	 Administrators and coordinators analyze whole school 

trends: areas of strength and areas that need improvement.
Will the test be used for class placement?
•	 No, classes at BRS are heterogeneously grouped.
Will I get the results? 
•	 Initially the teachers are using the results to gather baseline 

data.
•	 A teacher may discuss results with a parent especially as 

part of an intervention plan, always mindful that these 
assessments are just a snapshot in a series of pictures of the 
whole child.

Are the assessments timed?
•	 Each question is timed. However, if a student has an Individ-

ualized Education Plan the time can be extended.
What happens if the student runs out of time?
•	 When there are fifteen seconds left a small clock reminds 

students that they should choose an answer. Results from 
our first administration: there is ample time for students to 
complete the questions.

How is student privacy protected?
•	 Protection of student data is of utmost importance to the 

District. Before purchasing the STAR assessments, the school 
administration, working with the library technology team, 
closely analyzed the privacy policy and terms of service. The 
team also received advice from legal council to clarify por-
tions of the privacy policy and terms of service that were 
questioned by the team. Student data is protected and 
individual student records and scores are only available to 
school personnel on a need-to-know basis.

Additional Information about STAR
•	 All math problems are read to students in grades K-2.
•	 Students do not need to wait for time to be up to answer 

next question.

Woodbridge joins Bethany, Orange and Amity in adopting STAR – a common student assessment tool

You may be aware, our north parking lot 
is extremely busy in the morning before 

school begins and at the end of the day. We 
ask that children use bus transportation to 
help reduce traffic and congestion. Safety 
reminders for drivers:
1) Drive slowly, not faster than 10 MPH.
2) Park only in the designated parking 

spaces in the lots.
3) Use the crosswalk when walking your 

child(ren) into the building. Many 
cars cannot see our small children but 
will look extra carefully at a marked 
crosswalk.

4) We’re serious about your children’s 
safety: License plate numbers of cars 
speeding or engaging in careless activ-
ity will be reported to Officer Lynch for 
follow-up by the WPD.

We realize that doctor appointments and 
other situations may arise that require you 
to drive your children to school, but please 
drive appropriately.

Beware: Careless drivers cause accidents

Our district and school website is a criti-
cal means of communication. The new 

website design, launched over a year ago, 
captures the essence of the Woodbridge 
School District. We have used this past year 
to redesign, update and refresh content. 
The new site takes advantage of  recently 
revised Board of Education policy changes 
regarding student pictures and work, per-
mitting careful and considerate use of these 
on the website.
Two goals of the new website are to use 
pictures of our students to show “Beecher 
in action” as well as improve the flow of 
information and ease of communication. 
James Crawford, a member of our Library 
and Technology department, has worked 
with the Administrative team and me over 
the past year to achieve these goals as well 
as plan future milestones. Throughout the 
new site we integrate photographs and 
video to bring the content alive.

The website has a wealth of information 
about the district, school and Board of 
Education. Subscribing to the Calendar of 
Events, registering and paying for field trips, 
and signing up for Extended Day are just 
a few of the things that you can do on the 
website. It also has an archive of notices 
from both the superintendent and the 
principal.
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Hundreds 
of families 

joined 
BRS staff 

at the an-
nual new 

school 
year tradi-

tion: The 
Ice Cream 

Social.

800 at the PTO Ice Cream Social


