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The Connecticut Mastery Test:
The standard that gauges
academic performance in
our public schools

Let’s talk about the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT)
and what it assesses.
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he CMT is given annually to all Connecticut public school
students in grades three through eight. (The CMT is not
administered in non-public schools.) In each of the grades
students are assessed on their ability to read, write and demonstrate mathematical understanding. In addition, students in
the fifth and eighth grades are assessed on their knowledge
of science. Considered one of the most rigorous academic assessments in the country, and now in its fourth generation, the
CMT has been administered here since 1985.

The CMT, though important, is just one of several measures we
use to assess progress and achievement. Learning is a complex
undertaking that requires constant student monitoring and
subsequent teaching adjustments. The CMT only assesses
the areas mentioned above and looks at specific skills, not all
facets of learning. However, the CMT is the only standardized
statewide assessment and, therefore, is the most visible.
The CMT provides information about academic achievement
that is used for many purposes including:
• setting high expectations and standards for student
achievement
• testing a comprehensive range of academic skills
• disseminating useful test achievement information about
students, schools and districts
• identifying students who need intervention
• assessing equitable educational opportunities
• monitoring student progress in grades 3 through 8 over
time
Test results are reported in five performance levels:
1.
Below Basic - has little knowledge of area
2.
Basic - has some knowledge
3.
Proficient - has a good working knowledge
4.
Goal - has a very good grasp of area
5.
Advanced - has exceptional understanding

W

oodbridge students rank among those
at the very top of the state in all areas tested.
That is not to say that every single student in the district excels
and achieves “at or above goal” – the target at which we aim –
however, the vast majority do.
Here are a few significant achievements noted in this year’s
CMT results:
• Virtually every sixth grade student is at least proficient in
all tested areas (99-100%)
• Every sixth grade student (100%) is at or above goal in
reading, prompting the Connecticut Post newspaper to
proclaim “there’s not much room for improvement.”
• Further analysis reveals that three fourths of our sixth
graders are at the advanced level of achievement in reading (71%) and mathematics (76%).
• In the other grades (three, four and five) more than 90%*
of all students are at least proficient in all areas tested and
in several cases it’s greater than 95%.
• Still in many assessed areas, the percentage of third,
fourth and fifth grade students who are at or above goal
exceeds 80%.
• On the science CMT, given to fifth graders only, 83% are
in the goal or advanced range with a total of 96% scoring
proficient or above.
The questions we ask: Are all of our students achieving at the
levels we expect them to? No. Do we know where we need to
improve? Yes.
continued on page 2
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CMT continued ...

2011 CMT: Percent of students at or above goal - (performance level 4 or 5)

As pointed out above, the vast majority
gr 3
gr 3
gr 4
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gr 5
gr 6
gr 6
of our students do quite well. However,
town
state
town
state
town
state
town
state
there are a few that are hard to reach.
82%
63%
84%
67%
89%
73%
96%
72%
Math
We still have some children, though
few in number, who are not yet even at Reading 72%
58%
86%
63%
81%
61%
100%
76%
the proficient level of achievement in
76%
61%
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85%
67%
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Writing
one or more areas. No child will be left
behind. Every child will become at least Science
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
83%
60%
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n/a
proficient with the expectation that
more than 90% will be at goal or at the 2011 CMT: Percent of students at advanced level - (highest performance level 5)
advanced level of achievement.
gr 3
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gr 4
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gr 6
Do we know what needs to be done?
town
state
town
state
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Yes. Are our expectations realistic?
Without a doubt.
42%
30%
55%
32%
59%
35%
76%
36%
Math
For a complete look at CMT results, go to
www.ctreports.com.
* Grade 3 reading is under 90%, at 88%.
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Reaching the gifted and talented

O

ver the past several years we have become more and more aware that the number
of BRS students achieving at the advanced levels on the Connecticut Mastery Test
has increased dramatically. Furthermore, children are excelling in the arts at an unprecedented rate. Looking at individual pathways for our highly able students, we want
to be sure we provide appropriate instruction for these boys and girls. As a result, we
commissioned an initial audit of the Woodbridge Gifted and Talented program this past
school year.
Dr. Jeanne H. Purcell, an authority on gifted education, spent three full days at Beecher
Road School observing and interviewing educators, parents and students involved in
the current Gifted and Talented program. Dr. Purcell’s findings were presented in a comprehensive report in June 2011.
Many commendations for the existing Gifted and Talented (G/T) program were noted in
the report. Among them were Woodbridge is to be commended for continuing to offer
services during a time when many towns have eliminated their special services for G/T
students; talented and gifted pull-out services provide different, yet aligned and more
challenging content than is taught in the regular classroom; small group size during the
pull-out component of the services promotes focus and customization of content. The
report also commended Woodbridge for having a mission statement and philosophy
statement that addresses the learning needs of gifted students.
Of course there were also many recommendations. In determining exactly who the G/T
students are, it was suggested that Woodbridge complete the refinement of the identification process at all grade levels; take steps to ensure the consistency of identification
practices; provide professional development opportunities for teachers surrounding
G/T topics; create a list of all enrichment activities offered at BRS and make it available to students and parents; provide for the needs of children at advanced levels in
the regular classroom. The report also recommended interviewing gifted and talented
students regularly to gather their perceptions about the challenge level of the curriculum. Compare their beliefs with the observations made by administrators and teachers
about the nature and extent of differentiation in Woodbridge classrooms.
During the next four years much work will be done to act on and implement the dozens
of recommendations and continue to support the many commendations. For a complete look at the Gifted and Talented Program Audit Report, go to the district website.
Click on Special Education on the left column and then Gifted and Talented.

Teacher of the Year named for
2011-2012

A

nthony Taddei, named the Woodbridge Teacher of the Year for 2011
– 2012, has been a physical education
teacher at Beecher Road School for
23 years. He is a respected and valued
member of the BRS staff.
Mr. Taddei’s
infectious smile
and positive
“can-do” attitude
are contagious.
Administrators,
colleagues, children and parents
alike appreciate
his quiet leadership and collaborative
spirit. He is an excellent role model for
students through his positive interactions with everyone he comes in contact with. His enthusiasm for teaching
encourages, promotes and creates a
fun and positive learning environment
for his students. He is conscientious,
honest, hard working and an advocate
for children beyond his classroom. Mr.
Taddei gives generously of his time and
talents in his quest to make BRS a better place. An educator of outstanding
character and a role model for teacher
professionalism, we are proud to
introduce you to our newest Teacher
of the Year.
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athematics education
is based on the idea
that learning mathematics
with understanding is essential.
Woodbridge students develop an
understanding of major mathematical
concepts in algebra, number, geometry, measurement, data and probability. They build computational fluency and use mathematics to solve a variety of
problems they encounter in school and beyond. Examples of this
year’s kindergarten through grade six math continuum follow.

From neophytes to nationally recognized problem solvers

K

indergarten students focused on
developing strong number sense. They
identified numbers and learned how to
extend the count sequence. They learned
how to compare and order numbers.
Through various lessons, activities, and
games, students began to understand
addition as putting together and adding
to, and subtraction as taking apart and
taking from. Students used manipulatives
(specialized items they touch and move)
such as connecting cubes to gain foundations for place value; in addition, students
used measurement tools and learned how
to identify various two- and three-dimensional shapes.
First graders continued to focus on
concepts of number. They learned
about the relationship between addition and subtraction. First grade students
played games such as “Make Ten,” which
strengthens the ability to make various
combinations of ten, and “Addition War,”
in which students practice addition strategies. Grade one students also explored
measurement and geometry concepts and
learned how to represent and interpret
data.
In second grade, students learned about
properties of operations and problem
solving. Students learned about how the
placement of a digit determines its value,
and how to use place value to add and
subtract two-digit numbers. Second graders also used the Fastt Math computer
program to learning addition and subtraction facts.
In our Multi Age Group (MAG) program,
math is incorporated into every curriculum area, including the various thematic
units that occur throughout the year.
This year, as part of the New Haven Study

project, students used thermometers to
measure temperature changes, learned
about two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes while studying maps of the
New Haven Green, and studied immigration statistics. MAG students studying Native Americans measured the length and
circumference of various shelters during a
field trip.
Using data to focus instruction, this year
teachers in grades 3 through 5 used a
pre-test and post-test format to monitor
student progress throughout the school
year. Teachers were able to analyze these
results and tailor instruction to meet
student needs.
Fourth, fifth and sixth graders also had
the opportunity to use a home-based
mathematics problem-solving program
called The Math Forum. Students worked
from home to submit mathematics problems online. Once students submitted
their solutions, university professors or
college students in the field of education
or mathematics left feedback for the students. Of the 37 families who signed up
for the program, 60 math solutions were
submitted, 13 students were mentored by
university professors or college students
from across the nation, and two students’
solutions were nationally recognized.

I

New math standards aligned with
college and work expectations

n 2010 the Connecticut State Board of
Education adopted new national academic standards, known as the Common
Core State Standards (CCSS), which define
what Connecticut’s public school students
should know and be able to do as they
progress through Grades K–12.

Students compete in national math
“meets”
Grades 4, 5 and 6 students participated in the Continental Math
League that gives students opportunities to improve problem solving skills. Students from across the
United States participated in monthly
assessments. Teachers at BRS kept
track of scores after each of the five
CML meets. This year BRS had nine
students who completed more than
80% of the problems correctly. The
top five students from each grade
level received recognition for their
accomplishments.
Smarter than a 5th grader?
Try these Continental Math League
sample questions.
Gr 4 Sample
There are 5 children in the Thompson
family. Al is older than Colin but younger
than Don. Barbara is not the oldest or
youngest. Ella is the oldest girl and she
has two older brothers. Write the names
of the 5 children from oldest to youngest.
Gr 5 Sample
100,000 ÷ 1,000 = 10,000 ÷ ________ .
Grade 6 Sample
Mrs. Sanchez stopped for gas when the
gas gauge indicated the tank was 1/8
full. After putting in $15 worth of gas, her
gauge indicated the tank was 3/8 full.
Gas costs $ 3.75 per gallon. How many
gallons of gasoline does the tank hold
when full?
Answers: gr 4 = Don, Al, Ella, Barb, Colin;
gr 5 = 100; gr 6 = 16 gal.

M

The CCSS consist of fewer, clearer and
higher-level standards to be aligned with
college and work expectations. They include rigorous content and application of
knowledge that build upon the strengths
of current state standards. International
benchmarks are set so that all students
will be prepared to succeed in the global
economy with all CCSS based on evidence
and research.
The mathematics standards are designed
to focus on developing both students’ understanding of mathematical concepts as
well as acquisition of fundamental reasoning habits, and to increase fluency.
Implementing these new norms begins
during the 2011-2012 school year.
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Literacy: foundation for life
We’re always talking about Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop: What is it?

O

ur mission at Beecher Road School is for “all students to become independent
readers, writers, learners, problem solvers and thinkers by the end of sixth
grade.” Our initiatives of Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop, a program we use with
assistance from Columbia University, are helping all students reach this goal.
In Reader’s Workshop strategies are taught to help students become successful
and lifelong readers. Children are taught how to choose appropriate books for their
skill level, while exploring different genres and authors. As students are immersed
in literacy, they are taught how to think deeper and at higher levels to gain a better understanding of a selection. The workshop approach emphasizes interaction
between the reader and the text, while holding children accountable for skills and
strategies they have been taught.
Writer’s Workshop encourages students to view themselves as authors. Units of
study teach children to write in many different genres such as story writing, nonfiction, essays, poetry and report writing. Children study exemplary writing and
then craft their own pieces. As in Reader’s Workshop, students are given some
choice in their writing topics, while teachers guide them to produce their best
work. Celebrations are held after each unit of study for students to share their
reading and writing with peers, parents and teachers.
This all promotes literacy in the classroom, as well as at home. Reading and writing
become part of children’s everyday life, not just activities completed in school. The
workshop approach also fosters a sense of community because all students are
seen as readers and authors with something significant to share.

I

Life upon the wicked stage

magine reading the works of master storytellers: Mark Twain, Edgar Allan Poe,
Guy deMaupassant, Washington Irving
and W. W. Jacobs. Then imagine watching
these stories come to life on stage. That’s
exactly what the sixth grade classes did
this year when they attended performances of the Chamber Repertory Theatre at
the Quick Center of Fairfield University.
Students spent time in class preparing
for their trips prior to performances by
previewing the plays during Reader’s
Workshop and Reader’s Theatre. Classes
studied literary techniques such as foreshadowing, symbolism, irony, tone and
mood.
When it came see the story performed by
professional actors, students were eager
to watch and be engaged in the theater
experience. They attended performances
of The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County, The Tell Tale Heart, The
Necklace, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
and The Monkey’s Paw.

If you walked into a classroom, what would you see?
• Classroom libraries arranged in colorful bins
• Students engrossed in their books
• Teachers meeting with students to instruct on an individual basis
• Students gathering with a partner or group to discuss their thoughts or ideas
• Teachers and children excited about reading
Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop is a balance of explicit teaching and student
choice, which helps children become independent, lifelong readers. Teachers have
high expectations, yet students have a voice in their own learning.

3rd graders put it all together

T

he sign of real learning is the ability
to integrate many skills for a single
purpose. That’s exactly what BRS third
graders did this year in a research project
on Animal Adaptations. This undertaking
integrated skills acquired in Reader’s and
Writer’s Workshop, science and technology. Children applied many strategies
taught earlier to write a research paper.
They learned how to use traditional
encyclopedias and other sources including
the Internet to gather information on a
specific animal.
As they read, they identified important
information and took notes. Next, they
wrote several paragraphs to explain how
their animal adapted to its environment.
Students then used technology skills by

word processing their reports and importing pictures and maps. A culmination
of reading and writing skills, the project
served as a dynamic introduction to
report writing. Non-fiction reading, used
extensively, becomes increasingly important in the upper grades.
It is obvious from reactions that the
children viewed this project as both challenging and fun. They have carried their
learning out of the classroom:
• “It was hard work, but fun and interesting.”
• “Now I look for my animal when I
play outside.”
• “My friend and I explored the habitat
next to the lacrosse field. We thought
about how many of our animals probably live there.”

Poe’s Tell Tale Heart on stage

Afterward, some students stated that
the combination of the reading preparation and the visual productions helped to
improve their overall understanding and
enjoyment of the short stories. They said:
“At first, I didn’t understand the stories,
but after seeing them, I could figure out
the themes.” “As I was reading, I had an
image in my mind of the characters, but
by seeing the actors on stage, I got a new
perspective. I learned about different interpretations.” “The costumes and props
really brought the stories to life!”
Other students who studied comparative authors or genres appreciated the
interpretations the dramas offered. “The
actors added intensity to the element of
horror that Poe is famous for.”
This experience instills an appreciation of
theater students will take through life.
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iPads as literacy tools

H

ere’s some hard data from the
world of commerce: On July
20, 2010, Amazon announced that
it was selling more digital books
than hardcover books. On January
28, 2011, their sales of digital books
surpassed paperback sales. And on
May 19, 2011, they announced that
sales of digital books exceeded sales
of all print books. One of the world’s
largest booksellers had seen this
transformation in just ten months.
Driven by these rapid changes in
publishing and sales, BRS is taking
the bold move to pilot the integration
of iPads in the classroom during the
2011 - 2012 school year. The pilot will
embrace two major ideas:
1. iPads as one-person to onedevice productivity tools
2. iPads as a tool to deliver digital
books and other information to
students

S

tep
into
Beecher Road School (BRS)
and you immediately feel the energy and
appreciate the expanse of the building,
one of the largest elementary schools in
Connecticut. Walk down the hall and turn
the corner, you’ll discover the Library Media Center (LMC). Open the doors and you
will catch a glimpse of everyday life as a
BRS student. Here among student artwork
and literacy displays, you will find kindergarten classes exploring stories by great
authors as first grade students expand
their reading choices to include series and
non-fiction books.
Second grade students are confident
readers. They’re busy accessing and locating resources using the library catalog and
elementary databases as they become
independent users of the LMC. The library
collection has an Easy Section devoted to
“just right “ fiction and non-fiction books
that interest K-2 students.

To determine the viability of one-toone use of mobile devices like iPads
in the school setting, a few teachers,
assisted by members of the Library
Tech Team, will conduct pilot programs tied to the grade level curricula with individual classes. Students
and teachers at all grade levels will
have opportunity to use iPads to access digital books and other information.
As the year unfolds, an assessment
of the iPad pilot program will be
conducted.

Intermediate grade students, grades
three through six, integrate information
literacy skills into curriculum area projects
in science, social studies, world language,
and language arts. One such collaborative
project occurred this year when fourth
grade students created My Life As a
Reader. The unit began with the creation of a National Symbol presentation.
Students practiced accessing and taking
notes from book and Internet resources
and were introduced to Keynote, a software program by Apple. These skills were
then applied to creating and producing
their My Life As a Reader presentation.
As part of this culminating activity for the
Columbia University reading initiative,
students created a record of their fourth
year reading, reflecting on how they have
grown as readers during the year. They

reflected on a variety of topics including
their favorite books and authors, personal
connections to books read and tips for
grand conversations around books.
They concluded with their plans for
summer reading. Student enthusiasm was high, as evidenced in their
comments:
“You get to create slides and add
music and voice if you want to.”
“I think my parents will say I did a
good job when they see it.”
The LMC works closely with students and
teachers to plan and provide for small
book clubs and paired reading in a variety
of genres. Selections are tailored to each
child’s reading ability.
This year, teachers focused on book
clubs as part of the Columbia reading
initiative. In collaboration, they identified and provided Gr. 3 mysteries, Gr. 4
fantasies, Gr. 5 historical fiction and Gr. 6
social issues and classics resources. And
even while all this activity is happening
in the library, you might just happen on
one of the many special events centered
here: a parent-student reading or writing
celebration, Read Across America with
town officials as guest readers, a Woodbridge Public Library
presentation – even
a Holiday Reading
Challenge hosted by
the Woodbridge/Bethany Business Council.
Perhaps you will see
a famous author like
Suzy Kline.
Whatever the task, the LMC strives to find
the spark and nurture the information
interests of children as they pursue their
personal path of learning – for life.
District web site traffic up substantially
In this online age, more people are driven to
our web site for school information.

2009-10 2010-11

Percent
Change

visits

27,387

36,745

+34%

unique
visitors

11,182

14,262

+28%

average
time

1:58

2:17

+15%

96,071

124,495

+30%

page
views
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A

rt can talk. It can talk about a feeling, like feeling happy or feeling sad. It can talk about an

idea, like the idea money or the idea television. It can talk about something simple like the
word cherry, or it can talk about something complicated, like how people and the earth are
connected. Children talk with their paintings, drawings, sculptures, clay, wire and papers. They
write an entire thought or idea in pictures or sculptures. They try to make the pictures as simple
as possible. In fact, they try to make the pictures so simple that their friends and teachers can
understand what they are trying to say by just looking at their art. They are trying to create art almost like they are writing a sentence. They are encouraged to get rid of anything from the art that
doesn’t help them to talk in a clear and simple way. Their art is unique to them. We read their art
as we view it. Their art “talks” to us about who they are and what they are thinking.

O

bservation is a critical element in executing unique
art: all students in grades 3-6
observed themselves with mirrors, looking carefully at what
makes them, them. Paying attention to detail, color, texture
and proportion was essential.
The finished self portraits
were displayed outside of each
classroom and were integrated
into the school’s Responsive
Classroom curriculum.
Art study develops at each level. In grade three the studio
is a magical place where the
delightfully unexpected occurs
on a regular basis. Texture was
the focus the first term. The
work of Janet Fish and Henri
Matisse inspired the children
to create beautiful paintings of
pumpkins. Van Gogh’s “Wheatfield With Crows” was inspiration for powerful black and
white paintings of the bird.
Color theory was reinforced
through the study of Alexander
Calder. His sculptures of birds
were an inspiration to the
children.
In fourth grade observational
drawings of Native Americans
from photographs led to magnificent paintings that lined
hallways. The Native American
method of pinching clay to
create vessels was explored.
Beautiful multi-media dragons
lined the hallways for a celebration of the Chinese New
Year. Color theory was studied
at that time. Artist James
Prosek and the acquisition of

our color printer enabled our
artists to create wonderful
works using realistic images
of salmon as a resource. The
Atlantic Salmon Restoration
Project studied in grade four
(see Science p.9 ) also gave
children the background to
express themselves.

Fifth graders worked on a unit
of study all year that helped
them focus on looking at,
thinking about and responding to works of art. They were
introduced to composition and
the elements of design.
Perhaps the most meaningful experience the children
had was when the fifth grade
assembled in the rotunda to
experience the feeling one
has when music and art come
together. Mr. Chase, fifth
grade teacher, talked to the
students about composer Erik
Satie. All of the children sat in
silence listening to his music
while viewing the mobile Mr.
Chase’s class had created for
the rotunda. It is thought that
Satie, in some cases, inspired
Calder’s mobiles. Children’s
reactions included, “This is just
beautiful,” “I don’t know what
came first: was the mobile

created for the music or was the music created for the mobile?”
and, “When I looked at the mobile, my mind went up there and
all of my anger went away.” Veteran art teacher Linda Acheson
says, “This moment was one of the highlights in my teaching
career.”
For sixth grade students, this year was devoted to the head in
observational portraits and drawings. A review of composition
was seen in the enlargements of famous works of art. In studying
artists the question became, “Is it real? Is it fantasy?” Surrealism won the heart of the sixth graders through the study of
artists like Salvador Dali and René Magritte. Students reenacted
Allsburg’s assignment given to his RISD (Rhode Island School
of Design) students: use an interior as an environment for wild
animals. Chris Van Allsburg’s “Jumanji” was the result of this
assignment. The creation of one creature from three was the
inspiration for writing in language arts.

ArtsWeek4
Artsweek4, the
annual week-long
emphasis on the
arts, was an amazing success with
the artwork of
Alexander Calder as
its focus. Calder ReWired performed
for the school in
time to get people
thinking about the
work of this very diverse artist. The message is in his quotation, “Above all, I feel art
should be happy.” Not a day went by that he did not thoroughly
enjoy what he was doing. Mobiles, paintings, sculptures, jewelry
and the circus were enjoyed. Beautiful mobiles hung joyously
from trees as all entered school each day. Some of the teachers
took the opportunity to incorporate his work into science, math,
and language arts.
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C

omputer technology and all of its offshoots are
part of everyday life. It is, in fact, how we live in the
21st century. At Beecher Road School, technology is
infused in every aspect of the curriculum in one way
or another. Here is
a small sample of
how technology
is applied by
teachers and
students.

TECHNOLOGY
S

MART™ boards, (digital
whiteboards that allow the
use of touchscreen capabilities
to manipulate information as
it is connected to a computer),
are up and running throughout
Beecher Road School. Teachers are using the boards in a
myriad of ways to both present material to the children
more effectively as well as give
students the chance to manipulate information in a tactile
fashion. Teachers from around
the world share their material,
thus creating a global knowledge base. Document cameras
and individual iPads promise
to make this powerful technology even more exciting.

E

very year we seek and
try improved educational
software. This year we tried
a program called Frames that
enables children to create
their own digital animation.
It further challenges them to
match an original soundtrack
(their poetry) with their animation or slide show. Students
essentially create their own

movies. We did this project
with third graders. They have
now bridged the gap between
their K-1-2 Pixie slide shows
and the upper grades’ digital
storytelling projects.

T

his year’s fifth grade class
learned about the human
senses in science class. Placed
in groups, they were given the
task of teaching their knowledge to the rest of the class.
They had a choice of presenting their information using
software programs PowerPoint, Keynote, or SMART™
Notebook. This activity
requires higher order thinking in a multitude of ways.
Students had to know their
material well enough to teach
it and they had to decide how
to present it.

O

ne of our strategic goals is
to build the foundations
of character and wellness that
are essential for responsible
participation as a local, national and global citizen. To this
end the library and technology
teams work with students to

F

or the past four years, Beecher Road
School has developed a sister school
relationship with elementary schools in
Shandong, China. Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Guy Stella, Grade Six Teacher Nancy
White and Technology staff members Rick
Wood and James Crawford have all been to
the Chinese schools to develop this working relationship. In January 2009, Principals
from both schools spent two weeks visiting
BRS.
Over the past two years, students, teachers,
administrators and parents in the schools
have gathered to share learning and ideas
through videoconferences. In May 2011,
students from BRS and Heze Primary School
gathered to share music performances and
exchange ideas via Skype – software that
connects people with audio and video capabilities. Members of the BRS chorus and instrumental ensembles, and other students,
participated in this exchange.

help them use technology in
an ethical and responsible
way. Discussion starts early
in the year when students
learn about and sign Acceptable Use Agreements. Lessons quickly follow about safe
Internet use and copyright law.
Throughout the year teachable
moments are seized to show
the ethical way to use technology and the problems that can
occur. For further reinforcement our school resource
officer from the Woodbridge
Police Department demonstrates the importance of safe
behavior on the Internet.

A

nother of our major goals
is to prepare every child to
be a highly successful independent reader, writer, critical
thinker and problem solver by
the end of sixth grade. Realizing that students have individual differences and needs,
we have implemented the use
of assistive technologies to
help students achieve these
goals. Students are currently
using software that helps them
with writing by providing auditory feedback, wordbanks or
predicting upcoming content.

Reading is supported by specialized phonics software as
well as spoken and highlighted
texts. Students use a variety
of low and high tech devices,
ranging from special pencil
grips to touch screen computers. At BRS we are leveraging
the power of the computer to
help each child become successful.

T

o learn the most effective
way to harness technology,
members of the BRS faculty
offered 18 workshops for colleagues as part of this year’s
after-school Tech Academy.
Sessions ranged from using
Excel for analyzing student
assessment data and integrating SmartBoards into instruction, to designing a teacher
web site. In addition to these
after-school sessions, members of the Library Tech Team
work throughout the year with
individual teachers and with
teams to target specific professional development needs.
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Bird’s eye view: close up
learning about nature

the SmartBoard is used on a daily basis to
enhance language instruction.
Starting in Kindergarten, students
experience language through authentic
literature and song, puppet conversations
and hands on activities. In the intermediate grades, the language curriculum is
constructed in thematic units to provide a
more meaningful language experience for
students.

E

ach year in our Multi-Age Group
(MAG*) we initiate one of four integrated projects. The Bluebird Project is
one. It originated sixteen years ago as
a way to address a number of environmental issues, most notably endangered
species and invasive species.
We wanted a local focus. This would provide maximum opportunity to offer personal experience and regional relevance,
two key considerations that are fundamental to our MAG theory and practice.
The Bluebird Project incorporates science, social studies, history, language
arts, mathematics and art. It also fosters
analytical thinking, ethical reasoning and
moral activism. The forces at play in this
real life study affect ourselves, our families, our community, and our future. Let’s
look at one way technology has added a
valuable dimension to the project.
From the start we designed, built, maintained and monitored a bluebird nest box
trail on the BRS campus. However, it was
just a few years ago that our curiosity,
interest and imagination led us to ask the
question: “Is there any way we can follow
what’s going on in a nest box without
opening it up and looking in for just a
moment?” Research led us to discover
that small cameras are manufactured and
designed to fit inside a birdhouse. These
cameras are cable tethered to a monitor
screen 100 feet away. We wanted one.
That year our “graduating” 4th year elders
presented the program with such a camera kit as a parting gift.
Using the location we call our “outdoor
classroom,” the students planned, measured, dug the underground trench, ran
the conduit and snaked the cable from an
outside nest box to the TV monitor in the
classroom. As a result we have watched,
in real time, sparrows build nests, lay and
hatch eggs, raise their nestlings and ultimately make room for the younglings to
fledge. There have been four broods over
the past two spring seasons – birds, wild
and free, giving us intimate knowledge
and insights into life.
But this process didn’t end there. The
next phase of query led us to recently ac-

Birdhouse camera provides amazing
learning experiences

quire a similar but more advanced camera
system. This one runs remotely, powered
by its own solar panel and storage battery.
But the real beauty of this autonomous
arrangement is that it will be linked to our
district website. When finished, anyone
in school, in town, indeed on earth, will
have the opportunity to follow a BRS bird
family for part of its life cycle.
* MAG is an optional non-conventional program that
brings students together for four years - ages 5-9 - in
the same group. Community building, leadership
and multiple intelligence theory are just some of its
tenets.

Students in fifth grade created electronic
language portfolios containing various projects and presentations created
throughout the school year. These portfolios tracked student growth and progress
over time in world language.
Students in fifth grade also had the opportunity to use the iPod Nano audio
player in the world language classroom
for the first time. This enabled them to
sharpen their listening and speaking skills.
In addition to quarterly assessments, a
sixth grade exit exam was implemented
to keep the momentum of our program
moving into the middle school. Language assessments have been developed
throughout the school year to raise the
standards of language acquisition and
establish a benchmark throughout the
BOWA (Bethany, Orange, Woodbridge,
Amity) district.

A

Our current world language curriculum
is being enhanced each year in order to
accommodate all of our students’ needs
and to improve overall language instruction across the grade levels. BRS (in
conjunction with Six to Six Magnet School
in Bridgeport) was awarded a World
Language/Technology grant entitled 21st
Century Learning Environments for the
2010-2011 school year. The grant provided:
• rigorous professional development
for our language teachers centered
upon the use of technology in the
world language classroom
• a partnership with Six to Six Interdistrict Magnet School in Bridgeport
• technology support for our students

Technology is infused throughout the
world language curriculum; for example,

In the coming year, students at BRS will
continue to enhance and refine their
speaking, listening, reading and writing
skills in Spanish. Our students are well on
their way to becoming proficient language
learners.

t Beecher Road School all children
study Spanish from kindergarten
through grade six using a proficiencybased model. In the 21st century, we are
preparing our children to participate in
the global community.
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T

he 2010-11 academic year got off to
a great start with the news that our
science CMT scores placed us sixth in the
state and first in our region. Teachers celebrated by doing as they have always done,
providing hands-on science experiences
reinforced with discussion, and integrating
science content with non-fiction reading
and writing. This integration is made possible because language arts, science and
library staff members are always working
to acquire non-fiction reading materials
that support the state science standards
at every grade level.
Students from every grade level explored
a portion of their science content through
activities with the science resource
teacher followed up with related reading,
writing and other activities in the classroom.
Kindergarten classes made six separate
visits to the science lab throughout the
year during which they were introduced
to topics such as properties of objects
and materials, and of living and non-living
things. They experimented with thermometers to measure hot, cold and warm
water temperatures.
Meanwhile, first grade students explored
the concepts of sunshine and shadows
through reading activities and discussion,
followed by two shadow study sessions
conducted outside on the school campus.
Soils were the focus when second grade
classes visited the science lab and explored clay, sand, humus and local soil in
preparation for the plant unit they would
begin in April. In the spring the focus was
on seeds, plants, fruits and vegetables
during science, reading and writing time.
This study was enhanced by the use
of new raised bed gardens built by the
second grade teachers and filled with soil
materials students had studied.
Third grade students focused on rocks
and minerals as one unit of study, and
another gave students the opportunity to
explore the absorbency of a number of
paper products. Students ended the year
with a unit about organic adaptations.
Students used non-fiction reading and
writing, and technology skills to prepare
and present a project about the adaptations of a specific organism.

egg stage

Science
Integration of language arts and science in
fifth grade included technology. Students
worked in groups to create a lesson and
a hands-on activity to teach their classmates about the structure and function of
one of the human sense organs. Groups
conducted library and internet research
and then created slide shows to present
information to the class using one of three
software applications: Smart Notebook,
Keynote or PowerPoint. To enhance their
presentations, students made detailed
diagrams of the structure of each sense
organ. The senses unit was also the focus
of a field trip by all fifth grade students to
the Connecticut Science Center in Hartford. One class benefitted from a later collaboration with five physicians who came
to their classroom from Yale New Haven
Hospital and provided science stations for
each sense bringing the senses to life for
these students.
Sixth grade students began and ended
their year with investigations designed to
help them understand the transformation of the energy of the sun into food
by plants and the subsequent movement
of that energy through a Connecticut
wetland ecosystem. In the fall, students
designed and conducted investigations of
factors that affect plant growth and productivity. The following spring, students
connected what they had learned about
the importance of plants from their laboratory investigations with the role plants
play in a local ecosystem. They did that by
spending a few hours gathering samples
and data about a number of living and
non-living factors in a Long Island Sound
or freshwater stream ecosystem. During
the weeks after their trip, groups of students prepared presentations about their
areas of expertise so that all could have a
complete understanding of the complexity
of living and non-living factors found in a

alevin stage

fry stage

From egg to river
Applying real world science

O

ne highlight in fourth grade
science was the Atlantic Salmon
Restoration Project. During this threemonth project, students immersed
themselves in studies of erosion and
ecology while raising wild Atlantic
salmon from egg to fry stage (stages
1-3 of 6 in the salmon’s life cycle) in
chilled, insulated tanks in the science
lab and their classrooms. Students
learned about the impact humans
have had on the Atlantic salmon’s
natural habitat while learning about
the salmon life cycle and the flow
of food energy in the food web that
includes what salmon eat and what
eats salmon. After delivering their
baby fish to the Salmon River in
Colchester, CT in April, students expressed their learning in many ways:
by creating paintings of salmon in art
class, by drawing organisms they had
seen, by completing site maps of the
area into which the fish were delivered, by making Atlantic salmon food
chain posters and by writing poetry.
One class extended integration to a
fish-themed mobile created for the
Alexander Calder inspired ArtsWeek4
at year’s end!
healthy ecosystem.
All in all, BRS students have benefitted
from the integration of science with many
other areas of study because such integration helps them connect what they are
learning to the world outside the classroom. These sorts of connections launch
our students on the path of science
literacy so they will be equipped to make
informed decisions and have respect for
the environments in which they live.
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music

F

or the sixth consecutive year, Woodbridge hosted the Beecher Road School
Music Invitational, an event where music
groups are judged and provided with
feedback. Is it normal for an elementary
school to host a music festival of this caliber? To put it simply, no. Most elementary
schools don’t even attend adjudications.
This year’s adjudication was one of the
best ever.
This spring, nationally recognized
judges came to hear the various
musical performing units of BRS.
The students and staff received immediate feedback as well as coaching tips. In addition, Amity Middle
Schools and High School were invited
to participate in the adjudication.
The Judges use score sheets with specific
criteria for each performing unit and then
provide a numerical score. Every group
performs to the best of their ability. There
is no 1st place or 2nd place. The groups
compete against themselves to achieve
the greatest performing excellence that
they can attain.
We are proud to announce that BRS, once
again, walked away with the gold.
BRS Chorus

Gold

BRS Concert Band

Gold

BRS Jazz Ensemble

Gold

Amity Jr. High Chorus

Gold

Amity Jr High Chamber Singers

Platinum*

Amity Jr High Jazz Ensemble

Gold

Amity Jr High Concert Band

Gold

Amity Jr High Orchestra

Gold

*platinum denotes “setting new standards”

Instrumental music teacher Bill Letsch,
had this to say about the event: “I loved
seeing our children’s faces as they
couldn’t wait to perform for the judges…
Our BRS students were worried if they
would score high enough, remember their
entrances, and sit up straight throughout
their entire performance… It was a great
day to see the students perform at such
a high level with an intensity unmatched
by anything they’ve done throughout the
year.”
Our BRS music program is varied and
unique, with elementary student ensembles performing at unprecedented levels.
Visitors from all over Connecticut come to
see our program and take home a tip or
two for their own schools.

A

ll students are exposed to music and learn about
its place in history, its structure, form and the
sheer joy of creating it. Third grade music students
explored musical ensembles while fourth graders
discovered instrument families of the orchestra.
But the most fun comes when children learn new
songs, create their own and write them down. Using software, sixth grade students took their musical
thoughts and keyed them into the computer creating
audio records of their compositions.
Of course building vocal, instrumental and music literacy
skills through songs, rhymes, games, dances and other
class activities is fundamental to the music program. Students
learned how to arrange, compose and perform songs by combining
pitch, rhythm and form. Students are also exposed to famous composers, world music,
folk dances and folk music.
The BRS Chorus, made up of students from grades four through six, achieved many
goals this year, both small and large. Students came in not knowing what a chorus score
(octavo) looked like, and left knowing how to read and sing from it in two-part harmony. By learning multi-cultural songs, students sang in various languages such as English,
Latin and Ladino. They were exposed to history and culture, learned singing techniques,
and especially learned how to approach practicing music.
As mentioned in the adjudication piece at the left, at the BRS Music Festival Adjudication, the BRS Chorus won their second gold medal performance trophy. Judges told
the singers how rare it is to find an elementary school chorus that achieves that level
of performance. Recently, the chorus performed for our sister school in China during a
Skype conference. Next year, the chorus plans to participate in more events, and perhaps give mini-concerts to older citizens in and around Woodbridge.

T

Building character through physical activities

he Physical Education and Health
departments emphasize fitness at
home and school. We have combined
this interest with an additional focus:
provide opportunities for our students
to grow as caring members of the community. What do we mean?
We held two Jump Rope For Heart
(JRFH) events at Beecher Road School.
JRFH allows children in grades 3 – 6 to
raise funds for the American Heart Association while reaping the benefits of
participating together in an activity that
is good for the heart and lungs. The
students raised $2,000 in one afternoon
in October.
In June, fifth and sixth grade students,

participated in the Connecticut Special
Olympics Torch Relay. With members
of the Woodbridge Police Department,
our students jogged one mile from
school to the Community Gardens Running Trail at the end of Beecher Road.
This event raised $200 in support of
the Connecticut Special Olympics.
Students in fifth and sixth grade were
invited to bring in canned and boxed
food to donate to the Human Services
Food Pantry while studying nutrition
in health class. The children became
better consumers as they learned to
read food labels and ingredient lists of
common foods. Over 200 pounds of
food were delivered to the pantry that
helps our community.
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Fit For Life

P

hysical education classes throughout
the year teach children about the
components of fitness – flexibility, muscle
strength, muscle endurance and cardiovascular endurance – and provide numerous opportunities, filled with challenges
and fun, for students to maintain and
enhance their physical health. Benchmarks along the way from kindergarten
on are cross-referenced with state and
national standards. Furthermore, all students in grades 4, 5, and 6 participate in
the required Connecticut Physical Fitness
Assessment in the fall.
This year our youngest students used our
¼ -mile track more extensively. Students
in first grade were timed in a quartermile (1 lap) in the fall and in the spring. In
second grade we focused on pacing and
technique. Our goal in first and second
grade is to teach these skills early. Next
year the physical education department
will be better able to collect meaningful data with a Seiko System Stopwatch
(the kind high school track teams use)
which will collect split times for students
performing more than one lap. The goal
of this technology is to enhance students’
ability to pace themselves, so that they
can perform a mile run more effectively.
Students also focused on many fundamental motor skills such as throwing
and catching, dribbling (hands and feet),
batting and striking and locomotion
skills (hop, skip, jump, run). Students
also focused on ability and competence
in selected sports, games and activities,
such as: understanding group and team
concepts, sport specific skills, rhythm
skill (jump rope, timing and dance),
developmental gymnastics
(balance and apparatus).
Boys and girls used our
newly expanded fitness
room extensively.
In addition to using our hydraulic exercise machines and
abdominal benches, students
were exposed to speed punching bags and heavy punching
bags. The punching bags provide
an excellent exercise and an
awesome way to positively
release some extra energy.

Primary grade students swam five days
each in June during our Learn to Swim
program. During this program we had
three teachers in the water working with
three different level groups. The results
from the program were astonishing.
Students who did not know how to swim
now know how.

ticular students an opportunity to demonstrate their expertise to others. This event
was held in the middle of May. Students
for whom swimming is a challenge were
cheered as enthusiastically as the most
skilled swimmers in the pool.
The Sixth Grade Field Day was held in
June. The event brings sixth graders from
Bethany Community School and Beecher
Road School together at Amity Junior High
School in Bethany. Students participated
in three different activities in the morning led by varsity athletes from Amity
Regional High School who excel in their
respective fields. By the end of the day
students from the two schools were on
their way to becoming good friends and
will be comfortable with each other when
they enter Amity Regional Middle School –
Bethany in the fall.

New health curriculum started
D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) returned to Beecher Road School
after a year’s absence. Officer Vinnie
Lynch was the new teacher and facilitated
discussions with sixth grade students
about “resisting peer pressure and living
productive drug and violence-free lives.”
This program meshed seamlessly with the
sixth grade Recognition/Reducing Risky
Behaviors unit of study in health class.
The Swimming Olympics is a celebration – a friendly competition between
students in the sixth grade
classes that takes place at the
end of the swimming unit of
study. Some students do not
“shine” in activities in the
gym, but do perform at a high level
in the pool. The Olympics gives these par-

A

new health curriculum was piloted
during this past school year. The new
health program consists of ten content
areas.

The SmartBoard has become an important teaching and learning tool in health
classes. Daily use of the device created an
ease for multiple and repeated lessons.
For the younger students, the SmartBoard
assisted student reading. Students also
accessed the Internet seeking up-to-date
health information.

Last Year
2010-11
$ 9,543,271
248,051
134,685
551,700
160,682
907,085
331,215
47,440
68,663
$ 11,992,792

This Year
2011-12
$ 9,801,543
253,511
151,673
549,349
282,102
907,113
303,567
33,000
62,082
$ 12,343,940

$ Amount
% Change
Change
$ 258,272
2.71
5,460
2.20
16,988
12.61
(2,351)
0.43
121,420
75.57
28
0.00
(27,648)
-8.35
(14,440) -30.44
(6,581)
-9.58
$ 351,148 2.93%

% of Total
Budget
79%
2%
1%
4%
2%
7%
2%
0%
1%
100%

Educating Woodbridge children for
tomorrow.

Woodbridge Board of Education
Margaret Hamilton – Chair
Steven Fleischman – Vice-Chair
Matthew Gilbride – Secretary
David Barkin – David Bernard
Clotilde Dudley-Smith
Carl Lindskog – Sheila McCreven
Yan Yun Wu
Gaeton F. Stella – Supt. of Schools

For a more complete and detailed look at the operating budget, go to the district
web site and click on 2011-2012 budget.

1: Salaries and benefits would be a higher percent increase but through the monitoring of our staff profile we have been able to
offer early retirement incentives and reduce staff by 1.5 teaching position and 2 teaching assistant positions while still adhering to the Board guildelines for class size.
2: Electricity, water and sewer.
3: Through a purchasing consortium, we will be paying $2.62 per gallon.
4: In addition to regular school buses, some children require special transportation due to special needs ($115,000). We also buy
the diesel fuel for the buses through the purchasing consortium. That cost is $44,625.
5: Because some children, due to special needs, require school settings outside of Woodbridge, we pay tuition for their special
education. This line item also includes $19,102 for participation in the regional Wintergreen Magnet School in Hamden.
6: Services we purchase or lease. Examples include telephones, insurance, internet, postage, professional development, legal,
technical and professional services, substitutes, building repairs, improvements and maintenance.
7: Paper, pencils, books, wax, soap, paper products, band aids, software, envelopes, library books, subscriptions, etc.
8: In most cases, replacement items are purchased in this area of the budget.
9: Ezra Academy school nurse (required by state law), unemployment, memberships in professional associations, miscellaneous
expenditures, other fees, etc.

Salaries and Benefits 1
Utilities 2
Heating Oil 3
Student Transportation 4
Tuition - (out of district) 5
All Outside Services 6
General Supplies 7
Furniture and Equipment 8
Dues and Fees 9
TOTALS

Budget Category

he Woodbridge Board of Education, Board of Selectmen and Board of Finance
approved the funding plan for the school district that took effect on July 1. The
budget increase is 2.93% over the previous year. This budget is respectful of the
taxpayer while continuing to move the educational system forward.
The operating budget is the legal plan under which the school system is funded. It
puts in place the financial wherewithal to pay for one year’s worth of expenses that
include employee salaries and benefits, books, software and supplies, student transportation, heat and utilities, building maintenance and much more.
Here is a summary of the budget with clarifications for each category. The Woodbridge Board of Education seeks to make the budget process transparent and help
taxpayers understand what they are being asked to pay for.

T

Taxpayer’s Guide to the 2011-2012 Woodbridge
Board of Education OPERATING BUDGET
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The Board of Education and the Superintendent of Schools gratefully acknowledge the dozens of staff members who
made contributions to Bridges, and to
all the staff who make programs and
children’s minds come alive every day.
Thank you.

The Woodbridge Board of Education, as
a matter of policy, does not knowingly
condone discrimination in employment,
assignment, program or service, on the
basis of race, gender, color, religion,
natural origin, age, sexual orientation,
disability or unrelated abilities to perform the duties of the position.
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