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Dear Beecher Road Families,
I have some important information to share with you. On January 16 the Boards of
Selectmen and Finance voted to send the Beecher Building Renovation Project, in
the amount of $13,345,000, to the voters. Here is the timetable that was approved:
Monday, February 3, 2014 – Special Town Meeting – 7:00 p.m. in the Center Gym
(information session only - no vote)
Tuesday, February 11, 2014 – Referendum – voting hours 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. in
the Center Gym
Explanation: The Woodbridge Town Charter has a special requirement that
two-thirds vote in favor (66% voting yes - a super majority), otherwise a second
Referendum vote must be conducted (which can pass by 50% plus 1 vote - a simple
majority vote).
So if needed, the dates for a second round of voting have been set for:
Thursday, February 20, 2014 – second Special Town Meeting –7:00 p.m. in the
Center Gym (if needed - information session only - no vote)
Thursday, February 27, 2014 – second Referendum (if needed) – voting hours 6:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Center Gym
As we begin 2014, I extend best wishes to all BRS families. May the new year bring
you and your children the joy of being together as a family, and the excitement of
new learning as valued members of our school community!

L

ast year’s fifth grade
class showed itself to
be 99% proficient on the
science CMT, with 90.8%
of students meeting goal,
and 55% performing in
the top quintile. This
placed Woodbridge fifth grade students
first in our DRG and county and fifth in
the state! But we continue to work on
improving our science teaching practice.
The State Department of Education (SDE)
is in the process of deciding whether to
implement the Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS). In the meantime, the
state anticipates that the Science CMT will
continue to be used at grades 5 and 8 to
assess science content and practice until
2015, and possibly 2016.
While the task force studying the
NGSS works on surveying districts
about potential needs related to
implementation, the SDE suggested last
spring that districts focus on integrating
Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
in Language Arts and the Science and
Engineering Practices from the NGSS into
science teaching. In response to these
suggestions, during the past summer, Dr.

Caron Stebinger, BRS
Science Coordinator,
and Monique
MacDonald, BRS
Literacy Coordinator,
worked with teams
of primary and
intermediate teachers to develop science
notebook rubrics for every grade level.
These guidelines provide teachers with
expectations for student writing, and
science and engineering process skills, as
students record information about their
science experiences, whether on paper or
on iPad.
August professional development sessions
included an introduction to the use of
these rubrics encouraging teachers to
integrate non-fiction writing and science.
The rubrics are the latest in a number of
resources that teachers may access to
support non-fiction literacy in science. For
several years teachers have been using
non-fiction reading materials specific to
the grade level science standards. And
last year teachers began using probes
for understanding, written responses to
science problems related to students’
science experiences.

Board of Ed budget will be presented

T

he Woodbridge School Board’s
Proposed Budget for the 2014 – 2015
school year will be presented to the
Boards of Selectmen and Finance this
Thursday, January 30, at 6 p.m. in the
Town Hall. The meeting is open to the
public.
See page 2 of this Parent Update for
budget highlights.

Music to my ears

S

pecial thanks are extended to Mr.
Letsch and Ms. Marroquin for the
wonderful job they did in preparing
our children for another successful
Winter Concert. The performances by
members of the Advanced Band, Chorus,
Jazz Ensemble, and String Ensemble
mesmerized a packed audience with a
festive multi-cultural “holiday” rendition
of instrumental and choral music. The
children were sensational!

State gives Beecher top ranking

C

onnecticut classifies its public schools
according to how well they meet
state-set goals for achievement. The five
classifications are:
•
•
•
•
•

Excelling: Met all state targets
Progressing: Meeting annual targets
Transition: Not meeting annual targets
Review: Need much support
Turnaround: Need most support

Beecher Road School: children are immersed in a sea of literacy
ou have probably heard me often
talk about literacy and how it’s
at the core of all of our endeavors.
For several years we have adopted
Readers Workshop and Writers
Workshop, a teaching model
espoused by Teachers College at
Columbia University. As I often say,
“BRS students are immersed in a sea
of literacy.” Here are some examples
of what that means:

Y

Immersed in a sea of literacy...
Because of the high performance of our
students, and the obvious connection to
excellent teaching, we are proud to tell
you that Beecher Road School has been
designated an Excelling school.
BRS has finalist in Fire Safety Poster
contest
oodbridge Fire Marshal Joseph
Cappucci joins Dr. Stella and Mrs.
Prisco in congratulating our BRS student
for her fire safety poster. The poster, and
its artist, have been advanced to the state
level in the annual safety poster contest.

W

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

through access to our expansive
school library, which has books for
every child’s interest and level
through access to the multicultural, multi-leveled, multigenre libraries in every
classroom
through direct exposure and
participation in the Arts
through daily Read-Alouds
through digital literacy provided via
the comprehensive technology
network and support system at
BRS
through daily participation in
Readers and Writers Workshop.
through exposure to the nonfiction content areas of the
multi-literacies, such as health
education, history, mathematics
and science
through PTO-sponsored Book Fairs

HIGHLIGHTS: Bd of Ed Budget 2014 - 2015

O
Innovation and creativity on display
tudents delve into the challenge
problems they faced as part of a
PTO-Sponsored in-school field trip in
cooperation with the Whitney Museum.

S

n Thursday night, Jan. 30, at 6 p.m., in
the Town Hall, the proposed Budget
that funds BRS will be presented to the
Boards of Selectmen and Finance for their
consideration and ultimate approval. You
are invited to attend this public meeting.
Highlights of the proposed budget follow:
• Total requested: $ 13,191,068
• Increase over current year: 2.91%
• Significant percentage increases were
seen in several areas including:
• employee health insurance costs
• liability and other insurance costs
• teaching supplies and materials
• building maintenance
• Significant percentage decreases were
seen in several areas including:
• utilities
• heat
• special education tuition paid to outof-district programs

Keeping fit: essential part of our Physical
Education program

