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Dear Beecher Road School Families,

On February 11, 687 voters came out to vote 
on the Town referendum, which asked them 

to approve a $13.3 million appropriation for 
energy conservation modernization and security 
enhancements at Beecher Road School.  The 
Beecher Road School building upgrade project 
passed by a margin of 3 to 1. According to Town 
sources this is the first referendum to pass in the 
first round of voting. Typically referenda don’t meet the required two-
thirds on the first round, and require a second or more rounds of voting.
The overwhelming support of this referendum proves once again that Woodbridge 
loves its schools. It also demonstrates the positive, collaborative working relationship 
between Town Boards, the Woodbridge Board of Education and the School District. 
Allow me to extend my sincerest thanks to you, the PTO Executive Board and parents, 
the Woodbridge Boards of Education, Finance and Selectmen, the building committee 
that helped bring this project to fruition, and the Taxpayers of Woodbridge. As First 
Selectman, Ellen Scalletar said on the night of the referendum after votes were 
counted: “This is a wonderful night for Woodbridge and for all our children and our 
families. We can now move forward with the much needed improvement at Beecher 
Road School.”  I feel extremely honored and proud to serve as the Superintendent 
of Schools in a Town that works so well together, values education and cares for its 
children.
I will share news about the progress of the building update as it unfolds.  Our aim is to 
move ahead with minimum disruption to the education of our children.
During the winter of 2013, I wrote in one of my Parent Updates that this was a year like 
no other. Judging by weather conditions this year, I can make the same statement. We 
have a few more weeks of winter ahead. Stay tuned to the Instant Alert system; at the 
same time, let’s look forward to better weather. Best wishes,

•	 Roof replacement and increased 
insulation in A, B and C wings

•	 Mechanicals, heating/ventilation and 
air conditioning (HVAC) upgrades to 
the entire school

•	 New high-efficiency gas boilers 
(already installed)

•	 Building automation control system
•	 Lighting upgrades and occupancy 

sensor control switches
•	 Classroom casework, ceilings and duct 

work in the north wings of the building
•	 Water conservation improvements
•	 Window wall replacements and 

envelope improvements
•	 Transformer upgrades
•	 Curtain wall replacements with 

insulated glazing
•	 Pool cover and air dehumidification 

system
•	 Entry canopy at north and south 

entrances
•	 Green energy and alternative energy 

(Micro-turbine, solar panels)
•	 Security enhancements
What type of security enhancements 
will be included?
Guided by security recommendations 
from the state, a security audit of the 
physical facility at BRS School by outside 
security consultants, input from the local 
police and fire departments, the district’s 
Safety Committee and the Town Building 
Committee, security enhancements 
will include, but not be limited to the 
following:
•	 Installation of a “Sally Port” – a second 

set of doors – at the north entrance.  
Visitors to the school will be buzzed 

What is the scope of the project?  
What is included?

continued on next page

To date, there are seven snow days that 
have to be made up. Five are made 

up in June. The last student day is now 
June 20. In order to avoid having make-up 
days during the April vacation, the School 
Board approved the following calendar 
changes:
1. reduce the number of school days 

from 181 days to the state required 
180 days

2. convert the March 21 teacher 
professional development day to a 
student day, corresponding to the 
calendar change made by the Amity 
district

By doing this, we hope to avoid shorten-
ing the spring recess. Any future snow 
days, however, will come from the April 
vacation, starting with Monday, April 14.

For a variety of reasons it is important 
that the BOWA districts (Bethany, 

Orange, Woodbridge and Amity) develop 
a common calendar each year. One of the 
most important reasons is to comply with 
BOWA’s shared transportation agreement.
Some highlights of next year’s calendar 
include: 
• First day of school for students: 

Tuesday, Sept. 2, the day after Labor 
Day.

• Wednesday, November 27, is a PD 
(professional development) day for 
staff, not a student day. Students have a 
five-day Thanksgiving recess.  

• Holiday Recess: Dec. 24 – Jan. 4
• Winter recess was shortened to a “four-

day weekend,” Feb 14 – 17.
• Spring recess: Week of April 20 – 24
• Last day of school for students in the 

2014-15 calendar is planned for Friday, 
June 15.  

• Make-up days will start on June 16 
and go as far as necessary into the 
remaining days of June. This step 
will assure the likelihood of an April 
vacation.

Next Year’s 2014 – 2015 School 
Calendar Set

Making up 
snow days



Building Upgrade - cont. from page 1
in through the first set of doors, 
then communicate personally with 
someone in the front office through 
a reception portal, before being 
buzzed in through the second set 
of doors.  (Similar “Sally Ports” 
have been installed in Bethany and 
Orange Schools.)

•	 Installation of doors to separate the 
pool and recreation area from the 
school

When will work begin? How will my 
child’s education be affected?
Work has already begun on the project, 
e.g. the high efficiency boilers have 
been installed. Between March and 
June of this year, crews will work on 
aspects of the project that will not 
interfere with classroom instruction 
and the flow of the school day. Work 
will be done in the late afternoon after 
school is dismissed. There also will be 
evening and weekend shifts. The heavy 
construction work will take place during 
the summers of 2014 and 2015. It is 
anticipated that the entire project will 
be completed by fall 2015.
We are seeking minimal disruption of 
the educational process. The safety 
of children and adults in the building 
is always our highest priority. We 
anticipate moving the summer school 
programs to another convenient 
location in Woodbridge. 

This is the ninth year that Jump Rope for 
Heart has been carried out in grades 

K-6. In the primary grades, Jump Rope for 
Heart is done within the students’ physical 
education classes. In the intermediate 
grades, the event takes place after school in 
the spring time.

Consider joining us for one or more of 
the upcoming series of parent/family 

experiences. These events are supported 
by the Woodbridge School District and a 
state funded Primary Health Grant, which 
is being facilitated by Sheila Haverkampf, 
Director of Special Services, and Dr. 
Kristine Rose, BRS school psychologist.
Community Presentation: Author Dr. 
Larry Vitulano, associate clinical professor, 
Yale School of Medicine, will give a 
presentation on Mindfulness – Practices 
to Reduce Stress and Build Resilience At 
Home and School, Wednesday, February 
26, in the BRS Library, 6:30 – 8:30 PM. 
This presentation will be aired on public 
television. If you cannot attend the 
presentation be sure to watch it on your 
local TV access channel.
Child care will be available by calling Dr. 
Kristine Rose, 389-2195, ext. 124 or email 
krose@woodbridgeps.org. 
Family Yoga:  There will be a family yoga 
class every Wednesday in March, 5 – 
5:45 PM in the BRS cafeteria. Fun Yoga 
Activities for Children and Their Families 
will run March 5, 12, 19, 26, and will be 
facilitated by yoga instructor, Bill Banick. 
After the yoga class, participants will share 
a light dinner from 5:45 – 6:15 PM. For 
details or to sign up for the event, contact  
Dr. Kristine Rose, at 389-2195, ext. 124 or 
email krose@woodbridgeps.org.
These programs are funded by the Primary 
Mental Health Grant and the Woodbridge 
School District.

The BRS Drama Club will begin rehearsals 
in March preparing for a spring 

production of the classic, whimsical play 
Peter Pan!

Mark your calendar. The first 
Superintendent’s Parents Academy of 

the year will be held on March 26 from 6:30 
– 8 PM in the library media center. Come 
learn about the state mandated Common 
Core Curriculum and the Smarter Balance 
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) testing 
program, which current third through sixth 
graders will take in April. (Child care will be 
provided.)

Keeping fit and Jumping for nine years

Oh My! Peter, Wendy, Tinker Bell and 
Captain HookParents’ Academy coming next month

Mind and Body: Reaching out to 
community and families  

As part of our physical education 
curriculum, students learn jump roping 
techniques, learn how jumping rope is 
good for their hearts, learn the parts of the 
heart, raise money for the American Heart 
Association and have fun! 

The play will be directed by Cathy Salinardi, 
Director of the Extended Day program and 
Art Director Ashley Wagner. 
Students in grades one through six can 
apply to become cast members, crew, and 
artists for set design. 
Sign up has begun on the district web site 
under Extended Day. Also, look for a flyer 
coming home this week. We look forward 
to an exciting experience for all children 
involved in this theater production.

Ten reps of ten exercises equals 100.

days
of
school

When you’re learning to count, 100 is 
a  big deal. And so, in the first grade, 

starting on the first day of school the 
children keep track of the number of days 
they have been in school. It’s posted on a 
chart, counted up one by one. When they 
reach the 100th day, projects, celebrations 
and learning activities permeate the 
learning environment – having fun with 
math.

Mr. Taddei, Ms. Piascyk, Ms. Domschine, and 
Mrs. Prisco celebrate the 100th day fitness 

workout with first graders.

In front of 6,400 
attendees at 

the Webster Bank 
Arena, the BRS 

Band performed America The Beautiful 
at the Bridgeport Sound Tigers hockey 
game on Sunday. This is the band’s second 
spotlight performance there. Mr. Letsch 
and 128 students and family members 
attended. These young ambassadors 
represented our school well while getting 
invaluable public performance experience. 
And yes, it was a good time too.

Beecher Road 
School once again 
put the sound in 
Sound Tigers


