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BRS Band performs for judges

BRS Summer Read-
ing Challenge is on!

Last week your 
child was given 
a bracelet with 

the slogan “Give Us 
10!” and a summer 
reading log. We are 
challenging every 
BRS student to read 

at least 10 books this summer. There is 
research to support that reading during 
the summer prevents what educators 
refer to as “the summer slide.”  
We encourage you to read with and to 
your child every day because it will—
•	 Strengthen the bond you share
•	 Teach that reading is important and 

fun
•	 Inspire imagination and creativity
•	 Develop vocabulary, listening, and 

comprehension skills
•	 Foster a life-long love of reading and 

learning

How the Give Us 10!  Summer Reading 
Challenge Works
•	 Read:  Read 

independently 
or a family 
member/
friend can 
read to you. 

•	 Record:
Record your 
progress by 
writing in the book titles on the 
reading log. (You can also use the 
Governor’s Reading Challenge Log 
or the Woodbridge Town Library 
Log)

•	 Return: Bring the reading log to 
school in the fall and give it to your 
teacher.

•	  Success: After you report your 
reading at the end of the summer, 
you will receive a Certificate of 
Achievement and celebrate with 
your grade level.

Congratulations to our BRS music groups 
for another round of award winning 
performances

or several years BRS has par-
ticipated in a music adjudication 
program – unheard of for elemen-

tary schools. What is it?  Essentially it’s a 
group of outside professional musicians 
and  music educators, with particular 
expertise in various areas of music, who 
listen to and judge the quality of the 
performances by student groups. The 
most important part of the program is 
that specific recommendations are made 
to improve the quality, raise the bar if you 
will, of each of the groups’ performances.
BRS groups are told that they compare to 
upper middle school and even some high 
school groups with their level of musician-
ship. Based on very strict criteria, in the 
adjudication held earlier this month these 
are the awards:

• Advanced Band – gold
• Jazz Band – gold
• Choral Group – platinum
• String Ensemble – platinum

F

Dear Beecher Families,
Is it possible another school year is coming to an end? So much growth, so much excite-
ment, and all so fast. 
As the summer greets us, so will an extensive construction project as BRS is renovated. 
This major upgrade will require several adjustments for all of us. Please note well:
• As of June 25, BRS is an “official construction site.” No one is to enter the school’s 

main entrance and office in the north. The district office is open in the south part of 
the building but there is no access to the school. 

• After June 25, for essential school business you need to call the regular school 
numbers and set appointments before coming. You will be met by BRS staff in the 
district office. School administrators can be reached by phone or email as listed in 
the BRS handbook.

• We anticipate opening the school on Aug. 28 for essential business, with a full 
opening on the first day of school, Tuesday, Sept. 2.

I’d like to extend my best wishes to you all for a safe and happy summer. I look forward 
to greeting you again in September.

BRS summer programs start June 30 – at Amity High School because of construction

The long-running and popular Summer 
Enrichment Program has 50 exciting 

and interesting offerings this year. To 
learn more or register for the learning 
opportunities that promise to delight, go 
to the district website (see banner head) 
and click on “Student Programs > Sum-
mer Enrichment Programs.”

Class assignments will be mailed home 
in the beginning of August.

Next year’s teacher?

Come join the fun at Amity High 
School this summer. Both Summer 

Enrichment and Extended Day will provide 
the children with an exciting learning 
adventure. The programs are designed to 
offer children educational environments 
in the arts, sciences, and much more. 
Both teachers and staff working at BRS 
will join the directors to provide a safe 
and fun-filled day. 
Rest at ease! Although our location has 

changed, the program heads have spent 
many hours preparing for this new setting. 
We have a wonderful location at the high 
school designated for our BRS programs. 
The rooms will be transformed with 
age-appropriate furniture and materials 
brought over from Beecher.
Next week, information about drop off 
and pick up along with important contact 
information and phone numbers will be 
sent out to all children here at Beecher.



Off to Morocco, Mrs. Zdrowski has a well-developed plan to study and bring back 
her new learnings to Beecher. Overseen by the University of New Haven, Mrs. 

Zdrowski was chosen for a Fulbright grant to 
fund this project.
Mrs. Zdrowski is a special education teacher. 
She received her B.S. in Business/Finance from 
Albertus Magnus College. While employed by 
United States Surgical Corp., Mrs. Zdrowski de-
signed and implemented capital and expense 
tracking systems for millions in funds support-
ing diverse R&D groups.
After her fifteen-year business career, she 
decided it was time for a change and received 
her teaching certification and M.S. in Special 

Education from Southern Connecticut University. She has been teaching for 8 years. 
An active member in the Woodbridge community, she graduated from the Citizens 
Police Academy in Woodbridge and has served on Boy Scout and various charitable 
fund raising committees.
Mrs. Zdrowski has a multi-cultural background. Her first language was Spanish. Her 
mother was born in Cuba, and her father was an international chef from Italy who 
traveled through many countries to learn various types of cuisine before coming to 
the United States. 
Mrs. Zdrowski has traveled too – England, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Canada 
and Jamaica. She has embraced the chance to travel to Morocco both as a learner 
and a teacher and welcomes the opportunity to raise awareness of cultural 
challenges in educating students with diverse backgrounds. 
This multi-faceted teacher has worked closely with Dr. Stella and her advisors at 
the University of New Haven to develop a plan that will work to advance the school 
district’s goal of promoting cross cultural curriculum and intercultural awareness so 
our students can become global and national citizens. After learning the culture and 
the Moroccan education system, plans are in place to share these experiences with 
BRS students.

$500 donation made to BRS to sup-
port the physical development of 
children

Master Kim, Taekwondo World Cham-
pion, of Woodbridge made another 

donation to support the physical devel-
opment of students at BRS. He recently 
visited the school and was impressed by 
the swimming instruction.

Mr. Taddei instruct-
ing children in the BRS pool.

BRS is asking for your feedback about your school

By now, you should have received a letter and a 
phone call with an access code to take the survey 

we wrote about last week. We have extended the 
survey window until June 30. That gives you two 
weeks.
One commonly asked question from families has 
been: “What do I do if I want to answer for each 
of the children I have enrolled at BRS?” In the first 
two questions, the survey is designed so you may do that. But, the rest of the survey 
is designed to elicit responses to your overall experience with the school. If you would 
still prefer to respond to more than one survey, please contact support+woodbridge@
panoramaed.com for more details.
To submit the survey online, please visit the website listed here by June 30. You may use a 
computer or a smartphone to access the online survey. Survey link:
surveys.panoramaed.com/woodbridge/
Once you are on the website, enter your unique access code. Once you have submitted 
your survey responses, the code will no longer work, in order to ensure the integrity of the 
data collected.
If you do not have an access code, or are having difficulty accessing your survey, please 
contact support+woodbridge@panoramaed.com.
Please note, no one at your school will see how you responded to the questions. A 
separate organization, Panorama Education, is managing security codes to ensure 
confidentiality.
This is a great opportunity to provide valuable input and insight based on your experience 
with our district. Thank you in advance for taking the time to assist us in collecting this 
critical information.

BRS Teacher Caterina Zdrowski awarded a Fulbright grant to study abroad

Keeping physical development in mind... 
bring the family

This 1.5 mile hike on town-owned property 
is being co-sponsored by the Woodbridge 
Conservation Commission, CUPOP, and the 
Recreation Commission. We will meet at the 
end of Clearview Drive (off Johnson Road) in 
Woodbridge.

Mrs. Caterina 
Zdrowski is 
heading to 

north Africa to 
study in Mo-
rocco. While 

there she will 
be in constant 

contact with 
students and 

teachers at BRS.

Learn a new language – free.
Start this summer.

The Woodbridge Library and the Wood-
bridge School District have teamed up 

to give students and citizens the chance 
to learn a new language. The Transparent 
Language Online program, accessed with 
your Woodbridge library card, will begin 
July 1. Sixty languages and several English 
Language Learning programs are part of 
the content.
Expect a letter soon that explains how to 
access the online courses. Although this is 
a School District/Town Library partnership, 
the Library is the principal contact. 

é - ü - ç - ¿ - l	


