
Dear Beecher Road School Families,
Spring is in the air! However, no matter what the season, learning goes on at BRS.

Three goals drive the educational vision and focus of the district. All learning falls under 
their umbrella:
• Create a generation of life time readers, writers, thinkers and learners.
• Develop and implement a mathematics improvement plan based on the 2014-15 year 

of self-study and recommendations from the Tri-State Report with a focus on problem 
solving.

• Promote and support the social and emotional development of children. 
In our last Parent Update, we focused on the district goal of supporting the social and 
emotional development of our children. We have a two-year plan to support this goal 
that is already in action. The complete plan will be presented at the March 21 meeting of 
the Board of Education.
New action items from that plan were implemented in February, including:
• BKindness Week: A comprehensive series of events and activities for children school 

wide designed to strengthen a positive, nurturing school culture at BRS. The theme of 
BKindness Week will extend throughout the school year.

• Bullying Workshops: Sponsored by the Anti-Defamation League in partnership with the 
district and the PTO. Interactive workshops were conducted for all 6th grade students.

    A well-attended Superintendent’s Parent Academy, in partnership with the PTO, was 
held in late February. The ADL presented an interactive workshop on various 

forms of bullying. This Parent Update highlights several of the key insights 
presented at that workshop.

We have a steady stream of new families moving into the district. 
Enrollment is currently approximately 800 students.  One of the main 
reasons for families with children to move to Woodbridge is the 
school   system. With your support, we will continue to enhance the 

academic rigor of our curriculum in a safe, nurturing environment that 
respects the social and emotional development of our children.

My best wishes as always,

Gaeton F. Stella, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools – Woodbridge School District – 40 Beecher Road – Woodbridge, Connecticut 06525 – 203-387-6631
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The Colors of Skin

BKindness Week: This beautiful mosaic hangs 
outside our cafeteria. What color are you?

The Anti Defamation League recently 
partnered with BRS and the PTO to present 
workshops to students and adults about 
bullying. The enlightening parent workshop 
organized thinking around four themes:
1. What is bullying?
2. The four roles: target, perpetrator, 

bystander, ally.
3. Cyberbullying: How is it different?
4. What families can do:

• intervention
• prevention

Among others tenets, BKindness Week 
focused on respect, fairness, and of course 
kindness. These themes are core values at 
BRS that continue beyond the focus-week 
and into the ongoing culture of the school.

As part of our DARE program, all sixth 
graders participated in the Nationwide 

FBI Safe Online Challenge during February. 
The purpose of the challenge is to teach 
students how to be safe on line.
We are pleased to announce that our 
team came in first place in the United 
States in the Shark Division with a overall 
average score of 93.72%. Team BRS beat 
a Georgia middle school that was in first 
place with a 93.64% on a last minute buzzer 
beater. Our students competed against all 
schools registered in the program through-
out the United States. 
Each student will receive a certificate from 
the FBI for completion of the program and 

BRS: Tops in the nation! National consciousness translates to strong teaching
the school 
will receive 
a plaque 
this year 
presented 
by a local FBI 
representa-
tive at a later 
date.
BRS also 

won the top national spot last school year, 
the first year of the program.
Congratulations to the students, Officer 
Lynch, teachers and the tech department 
for teaching Internet safety, an essential 
lifelong skill.

Serious About Online Safety

Superintendent of Schools
Woodbridge School District



Read Across America 

Alice In

WOnderland

Next Week
The BRS Drama Club, 

part of our Extended 
Day Program, is 

mounting a production 
of Lewis Carroll’s Alice 
In Wonderland. Over 70 
children make up the cast 
and crew ranging from first 
grade through sixth.
According to inside sources, 
“expect scenic and costume 
design like nothing you’ve 
seen before,” (note those 
mushrooms at the left).
Performances are set for 
March 17 at 4:30 PM and 
March 18 at 6:30 PM in the 
Owl Players Theater (south 
assembly hall).

Last week, BRS hosted 
an event to celebrate 

Read Across America. 
This annual event, 
sponsored by the 
National Education 
Association, is 
a tool to pro-
mote reading. 
It is held in March 
to honor the birthday of 
children’s author, Dr. Seuss. 
Woodbridge community members were in-
vited to visit Beecher and read to students. 
The youngsters were very excited to spend 
time with the adults who play an important 
role in their lives. Guest readers arrived in 
the classrooms with their favorite picture 
books and made connections to their sto-
ries and lives. There were lively discussions, 
interesting conversations, and laughter 
throughout the building.
We extend our thanks to Library Media 
Specialist Lori Patrick for organizing this 
event, and to our community readers, 
teachers, and students for making it such a 
success.

Nineteen guest readers participated in Read Across 
America. Of those, pictured above are – standing l-r: 
Charles Zettergren, Nancy Pfund, Tony Genovese, 
Clare Kennedy, Vincent Lynch, Tony Anastasio, Mary 
Ellen LaRocca, Lori Patrick, Charles Dumais. Seated 
l-r: Beth Heller, Ellen Scalettar, Guy Stella, Sheila 
Haverkampf.

Art communicates ideas. 
Agreed.
Step inside the BRS 

cafeteria and see what’s being 
communicated. An emphasis 
on healthy eating and healthy 
menu choices has been a 
priority at our school. Through 
visual art, students have 
created works that are not 
only eye-appealing but edu-

What’s on your plate? cational as well. Inspired 
by the work of Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo (1526-1593), 
and pop artists Robert In-
diana, Wayne Thiebaud, 
Claus Oldenburg and 
Andy Warhol, our artists’ 
works are now on display 
reminding us all to make 

healthy eating choices. 
Kudos to art teachers 
Linda Acheson and Ashley 
Wagner for their efforts.

This past weekend, selected BRS music 
students, who auditioned for a spot in 

the Southern Connecticut Regional Music 
Festival last December, performed with 
the best in the state. Under the batons 
of nationally recognized conductors, the 
quality of our 6th grade students, perform-
ing alongside their middle school peers in 
grades 6 – 8, was nothing short of inspi-
rational.  Bravo to our young musicians 
and music teachers Bill Letsch and Nadia 
Marroquin.


