Superintendent of Schools
Woodbridge School District
Flag Day
woodbridge.k12.ct.us

June 14, 2016

An Honor That I Never Expected – I am truly humbled

Solar Has Lowered Our Electric Bills

Dear Beecher Road Families,
am truly humbled by the outpouring of love and respect for me that has been
expressed in so many ways during the past two weeks by Town Officials, School
Board, faculty, staff, Beecher Road Families, PTO and by our children. Recently,
I was presented with a portrait of me that has a background of skin tones of the
children in the school. This background had been copied from the art work that the
students had done as a special project in their art classes. This gift, the many kind
words, the songs, and the children’s poems, stories and illustrations have filled me
with emotion and sometimes tears.
On June 7, I was given an additional honor that caught me completely by surprise
and left me speechless. On that day as I entered the library media center after
school, I was greeted by applause from a standing room only crowd of School
Board members, administrators, staff, PTO members as well as my wife, two daughters and my grandson. At that gathering, Teresa Nakouzi, master of ceremonies,
announced that the Board of Education, with the support of a specially formed
committee of School Board members, administrators and staff, as well as the support of the PTO and community representatives, approved a motion naming the
Technology Center and the School Library after me.
A special thanks was extended to SIGNARAMA
in Orange, a firm owned by the Metzger family
who had three children attend Beecher, for preparing the design of the plaque and the lettering that will go on the entrance to the library. In
her remarks to me, Ms. Nakouze said: “We are
all very happy to be giving you this great honor.
Mock up of plaque for the BRS Library.
We admire your dedication to students and
teachers. You have shaped our school and in doing so have put students, literacy
and technology at the center, and it has had an effect.”
I am extremely humbled by all of the above. There are not sufficient words to
describe the fulfillment I have gained in working with the Beecher Road School
Community and the Town of Woodbridge during the past 10 ½ years. Once again,
I say to you that this has been the happiest chapter of my long professional career.
Thank you.
I am looking forward to speaking to our sixth graders at the graduation ceremony
on Thursday, June 16. I have been with the majority of this graduating class since
Kindergarten. My wishes for our graduates and for all of our children are ...
may you always have the strength and wisdom to make the right choices in
life!
may your lives be filled with laughter, joy, fulfillment and ever growing love
for learning!
may you always stay close to family and friends!

s you may
remember
in
a
recent ParBeecher Road
School
ent Update, an
impressive 242
kilowatt (KW)
solar array now
generates clean
renewable
energy at BRS.
The 970 solar
panels, located above the south wing and
center “pod” roofs, will generate approximately 291,000 kilowatt-hours (KWH) of
electrical energy a year, one-third of our
school’s annual energy usage.
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Best wishes and gratitude to all Beecher Road Families! You will always have a
special spot in my heart.
Enjoy the summer months!
Sincerely,

A

970 blue solar panels bedeck the roof of BRS.
[Photo taken from a drone.]

The panels, owned and maintained by a
State agency and UI, produce electricity.
The Technology Team, in conjunction with
our Science Coordinator, is developing ways
for this information to be incorporated into
the curriculum at various grade levels next
school year. The solar panel system will
save the school district nearly $14,000 a
year. See our solar online production at ––
http://www.woodbridge.k12.ct.us/solar

Community Celebration for Dr. Stella
The Town of Woodbridge is sponsoring
a “FEEL GOOD” event on the green
to honor Dr. Stella. BYO dinner, wine,
soda, blankets, chairs and balls. DJ
and Food Trucks will be present.
June 21 – 6:00-8:00 PM
Join your friends and neighbors in this
“last chance” to celebrate Dr. Stella.

Gaeton F. Stella, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools – Woodbridge School District – 40 Beecher Road – Woodbridge, Connecticut 06525 – 203-387-6631
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his year, the ArtsWeek theme has
been all about
recycling, reusing and
repurposing materials to
make art. Demonstrated
by guest presenter Dennis
Waring, by combining
science and music the
students learned about
resonance and how
many items which may
be considered trash can
be used to make musical
instruments.

ArtsWeek 9

Classes also created artistic mobiles from plastic
trash that hang from trees
on the BRS campus.

As you drive or walk around the BRS campus
this week you will notice what appears to be
trash hanging from trees. ArtsWeek 9 went
green focusing on plastic by thinking about
reusing, reducing, recycling and repurposing.

Classroom Teacher Assignments 2016 – 2017
Grade

Pre-K

Kindergarten

Teachers

DePalma, Maria
Calabrese, Lori
Chick, Nicole

Dempsey, Jeanne

Teachers
Farnen, Lisa

Ramia, Teresa

Wyman-Anctil, Shannon

Grade 1

Domschine, Christine McClain, Morgan

Grade 2

DePalma, Joseph

Multi-Age
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6

Fanelli, Carrie

Janicki, Amanda

Blinstrubas, Sharon
Halsey, Peter
Ahern, B.J.

Burness, Rich

Buzzard, Arianne
Horvath, Kristen

Hutchinson, John
Don, Dee

Lavigne, Elena

Reizfeld, Naomi
Guerra, Cheri

McCollom, Katie
McHugh, Kevin
Chase, Dan

Echeverry, Carson
Franklin, Kim

Rock, Megan
Hamm, Allie

Rizzo, Nicole

Golden, Louise

Hart-Rooney, Kris
Scalia, Jacqueline
Vincitorio, Mary

Shepard, Michelle
Waldron, Michele
Mulligan, Leigh
Rourke, Tim
Szondy, Liz

Ngov, Visna

Smerekanicz, Nancy

Note: Teacher assignments are subject to change based on the needs of
the school.

ArtsNight, the family
gathering, provided participants with opportunities to engage: A Bottle
Cap Mural in North Art
Studio, A Collaborative
Sculpture in the Cafeteria Hallway, Weaving
for Massaro and student
demonstrations.
Boost math skills during
the summer
ummer math packets
are available for reinforcement and extension
of the concepts and skills
that your child developed
during the school year.
Children should work
on the packet for the
grade they are entering
in August. We strongly
recommend that you
take advantage of this
opportunity to help keep
your child’s math skills
sharp and to connect
mathematics to your daily summer activities.
Parental involvement is
a key factor in a child’s
academic success. As
partners in your child’s
education, together we
can achieve our goal of
reinforcing, maintaining,
and extending math skills
and concepts.
The link to the math
packets on the district
web site is: http://www.
woodbridge.k12.ct.us/
mathsummer2016
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AHS student interns join BRS
rom May 16 – June 10, 11 Amity High School interns
joined BRS staff to learn and assist at the school.
Students were matched by mutually agreed on requests
from teachers and interns. This year we had a student
interested in
culinary
arts
working
in the
cafeteria.
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Mrs. Prisco (center rear) with this year’s AHS interns.

