
Everyone is reminded that they must use the 
crosswalk when traveling in the parking lot. This is 
especially important during the times of ingress and 

egress. You may not walk between or in front of the buses to access the parking 
lot. Thank you for your cooperation.

September 23, 2016

Superintendent of Schools
Woodbridge School District

woodbridge.k12.ct.us

Robert F. Gilbert, Superintendent of Schools – Woodbridge School District – 40 Beecher Road – Woodbridge, Connecticut 06525 – 203-387-6631

Dear Beecher Road School Families,
The school year is off to a terrific start! With a suc-
cessful PTO Ice Cream Social, three informative Open 
House nights, and classes buzzing with activity, our 
students are off and running.
This Parent Update provides information on my 
upcoming "listen and learn" parent sessions as well 
as highlights of last spring’s  state test results. It also 
introduces you to our Woodbridge Board of Education 
members who are committed to serving the students 
and families of Beecher. Enjoy this beautiful fall 
season.

Bob Gilbert, Superintendent

I hope you will join me for one of my listen 
and learn sessions. As part of my Super-
intendent’s Entry Plan, these sessions 

provide a chance for me to meet parents, 
hear their reflections on the great things 
going on at BRS as well as thoughts on how 
we can make our school even better.
Three sessions (morning, afternoon and 
evening) are planned to meet the needs of 
parents and their schedules:
• Sept. 28:  3:30–4:30 PM, the Rotunda
           (as part of the PTO meeting)
• Oct. 5:  6:30–7:30 PM, South Assembly Hall
• Oct. 13:  9:30–10:30 AM, Cafeteria
                       (immediately following the PTO
                      Executive Board meeting).
Come talk. I’ll listen. Will I see you there?Beecher students scored a home 

run on their spring 2016 state test 
results. Woodbridge fifth graders 

achieved the highest Science CMT 
(Connecticut Mastery Test) results in 

the state. And, Beecher students in grades 3-6 
collectively made significant gains in the grade 3-6 Smarter 

Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) tests.
When compared to the 2015 results, math increased 10.1%, and language arts increased 
6.5%. Beecher is now in the top tier of towns in our district reference group (DRG)*, and 
the improved results place Woodbridge in the top 10% of the 188 school districts and 
magnet schools in Connecticut. These results are just preliminary with more detail to 
follow in future Parent Updates.
As pleased as we are with these indicators of student growth and improvement, we are 
constantly looking to advance student learning and achievement. The results of these 
assessments help us look at our curriculum and raise questions that lead to improved 
instruction and learning.
We congratulate our students and teachers for a job well done and look for further suc-
cess and growth in the future.
Special Note: Results of your child’s assessment were mailed home today. A parent guide 
is available at the following state website: www.ct.gov/sde/parentguides. 

*The State groups towns that are most alike. There are nine DRG’s. 
Woodbridge is in DRG B with 20 other similar Connecticut towns.

Woodbridge science students 
rank first in Connecticut – in top 
10% in math and language arts

H            old the 
date. 

The PTO-
sponsored 
Halloween 
Hoot is 
scheduled 
for Saturday, 
October 15, from 
11:30 – 3:30.  As 
usual, we expect 
crowds numbering in 
the hundreds. This event 
is widely supported by administrators, 
faculty and staff as well. If you are looking 
for something fun to do with the kids on a 
Saturday afternoon in our community, you 
won’t go wrong with the HOOT. Join us!

Important note: For safety reasons, the 
Woodbridge Police Dept has asked us to 
remind families not to park in the fire lanes. 
Each year we have a very big turnout for 
this event, so please take advantage of both 
our north and south parking lots.

hoot!

First Selectman Scalettar (L) joins 
our Teacher of the Year Doreen 

Merrill and me at the PTO Ice 
Cream Social



Mr. Luciani is a 
lifelong 4th genera-
tion Woodbridge res-
ident elected to the 
WBOE in 2015 and 
is a member of the 
Finance Committee. 
He attended BRS, 
and has one daugh-
ter currently at Beecher and another that 
graduated from BRS in 2016. After gradu-
ating from Amity High School, Mr. Luciani 
earned his degree  from Quinnipiac Uni-
versity. Today he is a VP, Market Manager 
at People’s United Bank, specializing in 
Financial Services. 

A resident of Wood-
bridge since 2006 
and member of the 
WBOE since 2013, 
Ms. Kravetz serves as 
chair of the Facilities 
Committee. She 
is a partner in the 
law firm of Susman, 
Duffy & Segaloff, 

and a practicing attorney for over 18 
years. Ms. Kravetz is also past president 
of the Woodbridge Child Center Board 
of Directors. She received her Bachelor’s 
Degree from Cornell University and her 
law degree from Hofstra University School 
of Law. 

A resident of 
Woodbridge 
since 2009 
and elected 
to the WBOE 
in 2013, Ms. 
Connor is 
an attorney 
specializing 
in corporate 
law. She also 
serves as chair 
of the Wood-

bridge Ad Hoc Energy Advisory Task Force. 
Lisa is a graduate of Harvard College 
and Georgetown University Law Center. 
She is a member of the WBOE Finance 
Committee, serves as Chair of the WBOE 
Policy Committee, and was elected WBOE 
Secretary in July 2016.

Margaret 
Hamilton has 
served on the 
WBOE since 
2010. Ms. 
Hamilton has 
been an active 
member 
of the BRS 
community 
serving as 
PTO president 
from 2009-12. 

Her daughter attended BRS from 2006 
through 2013 and is now a sophomore at 
Amity High School. A native of Wisconsin, 
Ms. Hamilton earned her B.B.A. from 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison. In 
addition to her responsibilities as Board of 
Education Chair, Margaret is ex-officio of 
all committees and actively serves on the 
Facilities, Finance and Policy committees.

Get To Know Your Woodbridge Board of Education
Margaret Hamilton

Chair
Steven J. Fleischman, M.D

Vice-Chair
Lisa Giglio Connor

Secretary
A resident of 
Woodbridge 
since 2004, 
and on the 
WBOE since 
2008, Steven 
Fleischman 
has four 
children, two 
at Amity, 
and two 
at BRS. Dr. 
Fleischman is 

a graduate of Washington University in 
St. Louis, Albany Medical College and 
Yale University School of Medicine, 
serves as President of the Board of 
Directors for B’Nai Jacob, and also serves 
on field-related boards. He is currently 
the Associate Chief of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at Yale New Haven Hospital. 
He serves as Chair of the BOE Finance 
Committee.

Karen Kravetz Garett Luciani Nancy Maasbach
Ms. Maasbach was 
appointed to the 
WBOE in July 2016 
and is on the Facili-
ties Committee. She 
is the President of 
the Museum of Chi-
nese in America, the 
past executive direc-
tor of the Yale-China 
Association and has over 20 years of ex-
perience working in and covering Asia, in-
cluding positions at Goldman Sachs & Co., 
Center for Finance and Research Analysis, 
and the Council on Foreign Relations. She 
received her MBA from the Yale School 
of Management and her AB in diplomacy 
and world affairs from Occidental College.

Ms. Matthews grew 
up in Woodbridge 
attending BRS then  
Hopkins School, and 
has served on the 
WBOE since 2013. 
Ms. Matthews is 
a member of the Pol-
icy Committee. She 
has been a Professor 
of Computer Science at Sacred Heart Uni-
versity since 2001. Ms. Matthews holds 
degrees from Tufts University as well as 
University of New Haven. 

Keri Matthews Emily Melnick
Ms. Melnick has 
been a member of 
the Woodbridge 
Board of Education 
since 2013 when she 
was appointed to fill 
a vacancy. She serves 
on the Policy Com-
mittee. Ms. Melnick 
is an Evaluation Consultant at The Consul-
tation Center at Yale. She is a graduate of 
the University of Michigan and the Univer-
sity of Chicago School of Social Service 
Administration. She has two daughters at 
BRS. One is in the MAG program and one 
has “graduated” from MAG.

After retiring from 
BRS in 2013, Ms. 
Piascyk was elected 
to the WBOE in 2015 
and serves on the 
Facilities Commit-
tee as well as the 
BOE Liaison to the 
Safety and Security 
Committee. A town 
resident since 1964, she is a graduate of 
BRS and Amity High School. During her 
36-year tenure as a Grade 1 teacher, she 
was the 1993 Woodbridge Teacher of the 
Year. Ms. Piascyk holds a B.S., M.S., and 
Sixth Year Degree of Advanced Study as a 
Teacher Specialist. Ms. Piascyk also serves 
as a Justice of the Peace.

Lynn Piascyk


