Superintendent of Schools
Woodbridge School District

woodbridge.k12.ct.us
Dear Woodbridge/Beecher Road School Families,
t was wonderful to welcome back all our children from their Holiday Recess. I hope
that your time was filled with family, friends, fun and special memories.
With the return back to school each January, we have the collective opportunity to
“begin anew” with a fresh start and renewed energy and enthusiasm.
At Beecher Road School, we enjoy a strong, collaborative and successful partnership
among parents, educators and students. As we move into 2017, and within the context
of this partnership, we continue to hold fast to the following beliefs, values and commitments that have been communicated in the past:
• Support our students as life-long learners, thinkers and compassionate contributors
• Develop student interests and passions
• Encourage a love for and value of the Arts
• Use technology as a natural and strategic learning tool of choice
• Model, teach and encourage important social skills and values including cooperation, respect, empathy, embracing differences and diversity, kindness, responsibility,
resilience, work ethic and self-control
As has been said before, “We can’t do this without you.” Thank you, in advance, for
your continued partnership. We love our BRS Parents!
In addition, I look forward to my continued communication and conversations with all of
you – the parents at BRS in the new year.
As you know from the December Principal Newsletter as well as the recent PTO reminder, my first opportunity this year to continue my conversations and communications
with parents will be on Wednesday, January 11, at 7:15 PM in the School Media Center. I
hope to see you there.
I will be giving an update on our budget process, my entry plan/strategic planning process and will take questions.
May the new year continue to bring health, happiness and success to each Beecher
student and family.
Bob Gilbert
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Float your
boat!

O

Rub-a-Dub-Dub – Aiden Thomas, Noah Shanbrom, Tyler Roche,

n a cold DeJacob Storeygard, Tyler Frantz, Caden Doucette
cember day,
classmates, teachers and parents
gathered at the BRS
pool as six thirdyear students from
the multi-age group
(MAG) launched the
boat they built. Everyone was thrilled
to see the boat float and sail, especially the builders.
During a portion of the school day, MAG students have a daily student workshop where
children design and carry out their own activities and projects. Emphasis during this workshop is on individual accountability and taking responsibility for studying topics of personal
interest. Over the past year, during their workshop time, these students designed and built
a boat under the supervision of Mr. Richard Burness, MAG teacher. This learning opportunity included designing, measuring, building and working together. As you can see from
the photo, the learning experience was a huge success.
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RS students
entered the
world of engineering through extra curricular robotics
teams that are based on “cooperatition,” –
that is, the gracious combining of cooperation and competition for teams to solve
problems and put solutions forward in a
competitive environment.
This fall, 19 students, broken into teams,
participated as part of an international
organization of over 250,000 participants
called FIRST® Lego® League.

Teams presented projects to the School Board in December

OWLS Team pictured - Rear (l-r): Parent Stillman Jordan,
Advisor Joe Holowienko. Front (l-r): Parent Jenny Jordan,
students Daniel Manning, Molly Womer, Bailey Jordan, Leo
Ablozhey, Advisor Joyce Shavers and parent Vlad Ablozhey.

In these teams, students research a real-world engineering challenge, develop
a solution, and compete with Lego-based
robots of their own design. This age group’s
problem was to “look into the eyes of animals” and:
1. Identify a problem when people and
animals interact
2. Design a solution that makes the interaction better for animals, people, or both
3. Share your problem and solution with
others
The BRS constituents came together to
grapple with the challenge set before them.
In the end, their work was recognized. In
its first year, BRS took home a trophy in the
league’s cooperatition, earning a first place
award in the regional qualifying round.

HAWKS team pictured (l-r): Parents Akif Ersahin, Kavita Joshi,
Advisor Joyce Shavers, student Can (Jon) Ersahin, Advisor Joe
Holowienko, student Anya Mahajan, parent Amit Mahajan
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Funding the School District Passes
First Hurdle as School Board
Approves 2017-18 Budget

T

he Board of Education unanimously adopted the Superintendent’s
Proposed 2017 – 2018 Operating Budget
at its December meeting. This proposed
budget of $14,418,502, represents an
increase of $649,466, or 4.72%, over the
current school year’s budget. The district
budget reflects a spending plan that has
been prepared with a continued focus on
supporting the district’s mission, vision
and goals, balanced with respect for the
taxpayer.
Of the total $649,466 increase, $230,388
is due to out-of-district tuition and transportation costs. This item alone is responsible for 35.5% of the proposed increase.
Technology replacement equipment,
formerly included in the separate Capital
Budget, is now transferred to the Operating Budget. It represents 15.4% of our
total requested increase.
Everything else, which includes all contractual obligations, represents 49.1% of
the suggested increase.
The budget includes savings from the
building upgrade, and supports the custodial and material needs necessary to
maintain cleanliness and maintenance of
the facilities.
All mandated Special Education services
have been included as well.
Finally, this budget contains no new or
additional staffing.
This budget has passed the Board of
Education. It now moves on to the Woodbridge Boards of Finance and Selectmen
for consideration.
A joint meeting of those boards, with a
presentation by Superintendent Gilbert, is
scheduled for January 24, at 6:00 at Town
Hall. The public is encouraged to attend.

ast month, 45
students from
the BRS choruses
performed several
lively holiday songs
at the Woodbridge
Senior Center as
part of their first
On tour: Mrs. Marroquin directs the BRS Chorus community service outreach. They eagerly
spread cheer as they sang songs in English, Spanish, Hebrew and Ladino - a language
derived from Spanish, preserved by the Jews who were exiled from Spain in the 15th
century.
The children were delighted to have Michale Thalberg, a former BRS music teacher,
and Superintendent Bob Gilbert accompany them on piano.
Also during the holiday season, choir students performed their holiday music outdoors at Yale’s Broadway Island. This was part of a series of performances hosted by
the Yale University Properties – The Shops at Yale.
Meanwhile, the holiday concert held on December 7 at school featured glorious
sounds of the season presented by Beecher’s award-winning musical groups including
beginning and advanced choruses, brass, jazz, string and recorder ensembles, and the
advanced band.

Hope You’ll Join Me on
Wednesday –
Babysitters provided

I

will hold an information/update session for
parents on Wednesday,
Jan. 11 at 7:15 PM in the
Beecher Road School Media Center. (This
session follows the 6:30 PTO Meeting).
At this session, I will provide information
on the 2017-18 budget, provide an update
on my entry/strategic planning, and answer questions. I hope you will attend.
If you need childcare, please RSVP to PTO
Officer Aimee Meacham at ameacham@
gmail.com so we can be sure to have the
appropriate number of babysitters.

2017–18 School Calendar Is Set
Two of next year’s calendar highlights include:
• first day of school for students will be Aug. 28
• April vacation will run from the 16-20th.
A copy of the 2017–18 calendar can be downloaded from the link on our website’s homepage.

Benefiting BRS directly, the annual PTO book
fair fund raiser was completed in December.
Pictured are parent volunteers (l-r): Aimee
Meacham, PTO Prsident Jess Cebulski, Kostoula
Aldi, Book Fair chair Marge Kanyusik

“It’s not only a tenet of who we are at
BRS, but my involvement and observations
over the past six months point out that
Woodbridge epitomizes cooperation.”

I

would like to thank all of our parents
and stakeholders for participating
during my entry plan process and activities since July. Having the opportunity to
meet with parents, staff, students, town
officials and others at meet and greets
and listen and learn sessions, and at
school and town functions, has been an
informative and encouraging process.
Hearing the great things about Beecher
as well as your hopes and dreams is
affirmation of the many kudos I read
about our school and the district before
I came here.
As a culmination to these activities, I
will present a multi-year Strategic Development Plan at the January 17 Board
of Education Meeting. Besides the BOE
meeting, there will be times in the future that I will be keeping you updated
on this plan, which will provide a road
map for our continuous improvement –
making a great school even better.
I hope to see you at the Board of Education meeting on Jan. 17.

