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Superintendent of Schools Woodbridge School District

Beecher Road School is a caring, creative
community that models and inspires the
joy of lifelong learning, embraces diversity,
and celebrates the unique qualities of each
person.

woodbridge.k12.ct.us

Dear Beecher Families,
he 2017-18 school year is off to a great start. Students are back to their academic routines and are deeply involved in learning. School and PTO community activities, such as the Ice Cream Social and grade level socials continue to
bring us together as a caring community of learners. Parent feedback continues
to be positive and encouraging. Our enrollment on the first day of school was
830 within our building which is 20 more than expected - another indicator that
“Beecher Road School is a highly desirable place for elementary education.”
In this Update, an overview of what’s going on in the district includes involvement by parents, staff and community, recognition and appreciation, academic
news including state test results, Board of Education news, health information,
BRS alumna’s visit, and upcoming events. And, details of a critical survey about
school security need your attention on the reverse side.
As always, if you have questions regarding your child’s educational experience,
please contact your child’s homeroom teacher or the certified faculty member
who can best answer your questions. For general questions or specific needs
please feel free to contact any member of the building or
district administration.

T

Lawmakers Honor Ms. Giaquinto

J

oanne Giaquinto (cntr), Language Arts
and ESOL teacher, is the Woodbridge
Teacher of the Year. At a PTO-sponsored
luncheon to kick off the new school year,
State Senator George Logan (cntr) and
State Representative Themis Klarides (rt),
joined by Superintendent Bob Gilbert,
honor Ms. Giaquinto with a State Citation.

Involved: Two New Committees Start Work

T

he new Beautification Committee recently held its first meeting and is planning a “walk
through the building” to help us identify how we might get started in our process of
further “beautifying and enhancing” the appearance of the school in a child-centered,
friendly way.
The new Diversity – Community Committee, made up of staff, parents and BOE members,
met for the first time last month to plan the year ahead. The committee will look at our
current instructional and extra-curricular diversity-community activities as a basis for
future planning.

Olympic Medalist Returns to BRS

O

lympic bronze-medalist Margaux
Farrell paid a visit to her elementary
school this summer seeking out Mrs.
Nakouzi, her second grade teacher, who
was working in the BRS summer program.
She fondly remembered her days at BRS
and the many teachers who helped guide
her future.
As an aquatic athlete she recalled her first
splashes in the school’s pool with her P.E.
teachers Mr. Taddei and Mrs. Simowitz.
She loved it! Ms. Farrell went on to years
of disciplined training and in 2012 won
the Olympic Bronze in the 4x200 freestyle
swimming relay.
After living in France for a period of time
she returned to the U.S. and became a TV
anchor in Texas. Now in Connecticut again
she is a reporter for WTIC FOX61 news.
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Vanilla
or

Chocolate?

Answering questions
for students, Margaux
reports she has a
cockapoo puppy (cross between a spaniel
and poodle) name Lilo, she speaks French,
loves to color, exercise with yoga and
jazzercise and hits the ski slopes when she
can. Her favorite food? Watermelon.
BRS is delighted to
display a plaque
bearing this
famous alumna’s
name. We are
proud to be
part of Margaux
Farrell’s journey.
Ms. Nakouzi (l)
shares a moment
with former student
Margaux Farrell

T

eachers Peter Halsey and Maria DePalma
serve at one of the many set-ups at the
annual PTO Ice Cream Social that celebrates
the new school year. This popular event is
attended by hundreds of students, parents
and staff where new friends are made and
old friends meet.
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WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS?

T

TAKE THE SURVEY

he Board has established an ad hoc
SRO (School Resource Officer) Committee. The committee will gather information, hear the perspectives of parents
and staff and make recommendations to
the Board of Education as to the future
security personnel needs at BRS.
Several committee meetings, four parent
and two staff information sessions
have been held over the past month.
An electronic survey was sent out to
all parents and staff this past Friday,
September 29 and will remain open
until the end of the day October 9. We
strongly encourage all parents to take the
time to fill out this brief survey.

Did you get your child’s state test results in the mail?

October dates
Oct 4 : PTO Harvest Hike, 4–5 PM
Oct 9: Columbus Day, no school
Oct 10: BOE Policy Committee, 5:30 PM
Oct 10: BOE Finance Committee, 7 PM
Oct 16: BOE Facilities Committee, 6 PM
Oct 16: BOE Regular Meeting, 7 PM
Oct 17: Parent Teacher Conferences*
Oct 19: Parent Teacher Conferences*
Oct 21: Halloween Hoot, 11:30 AM - 3:30 PM
Oct 31: Truck or Treat (firehouse) 5 - 8PM

P

* 1:10 PM Dismissal

arents are encouraged to attend our
monthly Regular Board of Education
meetings. They typically take place on the
third Monday of each month at 7 PM in
the school library. Email reminders are
sent to all parents on the Friday prior to
the Board meeting. We hope to see you!

Moving Ahead With Priorities

W

ork in key areas of our strategic plan
continues including Mission and
Vision, Professional Learning Communities
Capstone, Project-Based Learning, Curriculum Compacting, Enrichment Clusters,
Responsive Classroom and Purposeful Play.

Singing in the new year

R

esults of your child’s assessment in
the statewide SBAC (Smarter Balanced
Assessment) have been mailed home for all
students who took these last year (current
grades 4-6). If you have not received your
child’s report, please contact the main
office. This report shows achievement on
the spring 2017 assessments based on the
Connecticut Core Standards.

P

lease join me
in congratulating Custodian Otis Burnett and Teacher Assistant OnaMay Slauson upon the news of their
retirements. We thank these two individuals
for their years of dedicated service to BRS.

O

M

usic teacher Nadia Marroquin
led sixth grade Chorus members
(above), who sang the Beecher Road
School Song, at the 2017-18 Faculty &
Staff Convocation in August. Having our
most important stakeholders, our students, as part of our opening festivities
was a highlight of the morning.

What do we teach? How do we teach? What do they learn?

ur Board of Eduction has re-established a curriculum subcommittee as a way to provide a time and place for extended reporting and conversation about teaching and
learning topics. In September, Mrs. Prisco provided a report to the committee highlighting our 2017 summer curriculum projects. Dr.
curricStebinger, Mrs. Molot and Mrs. Krawec providulum
ed an in-depth look at our curriculum templates
in the areas of science and math. October’s
Curriculum Committee meeting, set for October
5 at 4:30 in the BRS library, will include a report
on the World Language program.

E

ven though
fall arrived
with record
breaking heat,
the school nurses and health
teacher are
looking ahead
and planning for
the 2017 cold
and flu season.
“In general we get in our flu season what
the Southern Hemisphere got in their
season immediately preceding us,” says
Dr. Faust, Director of the United States
National institute of Allergy and Infectious
Disease. Australia is seeing a high incidence
of flu with 2 ½ times more infections than
last flu season.
Standard precautions instituted at BRS
include:
• Hand sanitizers are in place in areas
where soap and water are not available
for hand washing.
• A hand sanitizer is in place at the entrance in the tech center where it is a
“high touch” area.
• Frequently touched surfaces such as
door handles and hand railings are
disinfected regularly.
The health teacher teaches a unit on cold
and flu-like illness. The precautions students learn about preventing the spread of
germs are important and need reinforcing
by parents and teachers. They include:
• The proven, single most important way
to prevent spreading germs is to wash
hands often with soap and water.
• Cough and sneeze into the inside of
your elbow, not into your hands or
open air.
• Wash hands after using and discarding
a tissue.
• Keep fingers out of nose, eyes, and
mouth.
• Use railings only when necessary.
• Children sick with a flu-like illness
(defined as a fever of 100 degrees or
higher and a cough or sore throat) stay
at home for at least 2 hrs. after your
fever is gone without fever-reducing
medicine.
During flu season the nursing staff monitors
student absentee rates. If there is a significant flu breakout, we institute further precautions that are directed by our medical
director, Dr. Martinello and the Quinnipiac
Valley Health District.

