m i ss i o n
Beecher Road School is a caring, creative
community that models and inspires
the joy of lifelong learning, embraces
diversity, and celebrates the unique
qualities of each person.
Superintendent of Schools Woodbridge School District

woodbridge.k12.ct.us

Dear Beecher Families

My Favorite Book

I

t’s hard to believe that the end of this school year is approaching fast. 2017-18 zipped by
with new, exciting initiatives, a boatload of learning and growth, and more students and
families enrolling at Beecher.
I’m very pleased to report that the Town Budget, including our school budget, was approved on Monday night at the annual town meeting. Our budget of $ 14,672,285, an increase of 2.29% over this year, moves all current programs and staffing forward, adds 1.5
positions for enrollment and student special needs, supports our strategic plan, and capitalizes on new efficiencies and revenue streams. We thank the residents of Woodbridge
for their strong support.
At a time when most Connecticut enrollments are declining, the success of our school is
validated by the significant and continuous growth in our student population – nearly 7 %
in one year. I am also excited to let you know that the Board heard updates of our strategic plan as well as our School Wide Enrichment Model at their meeting last night.
Our initiatives continue to move ahead in many areas and I’m grateful for the excellent
work carried out by our staff, as well as the solid support by our parents and Board.
I will hold a Superintendent’s Information Night on June 6, at 6:30 pm, in the BRS Media
Center. That night I’ll provide an update on our School Wide Enrichment Model followed
by a time for questions and conversation. Hope to see you there.
I would ask that you note the following:
• Mrs. Prisco’s final E-newsletter in June will include a listing of teams and
teachers in each grade level for the upcoming 2018-19 school year.
Thank you for a great year of learning and all your support!

State Accountability Report Shows
Improvement for Beecher
Gina Prisco, Principal, and Assistant Principal Analisa Sherman, summarized the
state’s Next Generation Student Accountability Report for 2016-2017 at the March
19 Board of Education meeting. The report
includes data from Smarter Balanced Assessments for grades 3-6, an indicator that
looks at multiple factors. Those indicators
include:
• Academic achievement and growth
• Participation rate on the Smarter
Balanced Assessment and the Next
Generation Science Assessment
• Chronic absenteeism
• State mandated physical fitness assessments
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or many years,
Woodbridge Rotary Club
members have run a program
to provide third graders at
BRS with their own dictionaries. Last month
Rotary members came to school and spoke
about the importance of words and how
dictionaries help us use just the right word
– spelled correctly. After the presentation,
one student said, “I’m going to put mine in
my collection of favorite books.” Thank you
Rotarians.

“opt-outs,” it is still below the 95% state
requirement in several tested areas.
Schools are ranked into five descending
categories by state law. For the 2015-2016
school year, we were ranked as a category
2 school, and since our participation rate
remained below 95% for the 2016-2017
school year we remain a category 2 school.
Next steps include analyzing achievement
to inform instruction and improve student outcomes and continue strategies to
increase participation and address chronic
absenteeism. Future plans also include:
• Share reports with faculty and larger
community
• Continue to use state and national resources to increase participation rate
• Data review to determine implications
for instructional change in Physical
Education
B e au t y & This year’s
Extended Day
• Continued monitoring and communicathe Beast Program annual
tion to address absenteeism
drama production, Beauty & the
• Examine systems and structures that
Beast, recently played to “sold out”
support high needs students and stucrowds. Past plays include Peter Pan,
dents receiving intervention
Alice in Wonderland, The Jungle Book, • Continue Strategic Plan Initiatives that
support all students
and others.

The Woodbridge
School District
results mirrored the
state, with some
areas showing
growth, and some
areas remaining at current levels. We saw
improvements in lowering the percentage
of chronically absent students – defined as
students missing 10% or more school days
for any reason.
We also showed an increase in participation
rate across all tested areas and across all
subgroups from 2015-2016 to 2016-2017.
Student subgroups are defined by race,
ethnicity, income levels, English Language
Learners and others. Although our participation rate is growing, because of parent
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Congratulations Mrs. Prisco, BRS Student Council, and 6th Grade Students Gregory Hofstatter and Melissa Sofuoglu

Connecticut Association of Boards of
Education (CABE) officer and West Haven
Board of Education member Bob Guthrie
presented the CABE “Going Green” Communication Award to Principal Gina Prisco
for her electronic Principal’s Newsletter at
last month’s Board of Education meeting.

Coming Up

Recipients of the South Central Area Superintendent’s Association (SCASA) Student
Award are (front row) Gregory Hofstatter
and Melissa Sofuoglu. Awards are earned
for Community service and service to others; Academic prowess (relative to ability);
and Leadership to the school community.
(L-R) Mrs. Prisco and the students’ teachers,
Mr. Chase and Ms. Echeverry, accompanied
the children to the ceremony.

Talent Showcase

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The BRS Student Council and Council advisors were honored with an Outstanding
Volunteer award by the Town of Woodbridge. Mary Ellen LaRocca (right), Human
Services Director, cites the Student Council’s
work with Woodbridge seniors throughout
the year as part of the Town’s Intergenerational Partnership program. Two of the four
Student Council advisors are pictured. L-R
are Elizabeth Heagney and Teresa Nakouzi.

May 21 - 25 ArtsWeek
May 24 - Arts
Week Family
Night
May 25 - Spirit
Day

May 28 - Memorial Day - no school
May 30 - Band Adjudication
May 31 - PTO Quassy Family Night
June 8 - 1:00 PM Kindergarten Picnic
June 19 - Last Day of School 1:10 dismissal

S

ometimes Mother
Nature looks kindly
at her children and
lets the sun shine for
a brief moment when
it’s most needed. That
sunny few hours made
it possible for students
and parents to enjoy
the annual outdoor
music concert on May
14. The concert included
Student audience listens and watches the band perform.
performances by the BRS
bands, chorus and string ensemble. Thank you Mr. Letsch and Ms. Lemke for preparing the
students to share their talents.

The Old Schoolhouse Bell Still Rings

The Amity and Woodbridge Historical Society recently hosted
Children’s Day at The Old South Schoolhouse on Johnson Road.
This town treasure was built in 1877.

B

RS librarians partnered with the Amity and Woodbridge Historical Society’s Children’s Day at the Old South Schoolhouse. To
engage families in Woodbridge’s rich history, this open-house-style
event was held on Sunday, May 6. Along with getting to explore
this historic Woodbridge treasure built in 1877, Beecher families
and local officials participated in old-fashioned recess games like
stilts and sack races, calligraphy, enjoyed sweet treats, heard a story about school long ago and used crayons to create leaf rubbings.
A highlight for many students was the opportunity to experience
an 18th century style lesson. The children loved sitting in the
authentic desks and benches pretending to be students from
long ago with our own BRS “schoolmarms” Miss Crocco and Mrs.
Patrick. Students showed their manners to the teachers by bowing
and curtsying and engaged in an old-fashioned spelling lesson
using slates and chalk.
On hand to greet the families were Woodbridge First Selectman
Beth Heller, State Senator George Logan, and Board of Education
and Historical Society Member Lynn Piascyk.
The Old South Schoolhouse was officially reopened as a historic
treasure in 2013. It is located at 1191 Johnson Road, Woodbridge.

